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DISCOURSE 1. 



1 John iv. 8* 



GOB IS LOVE* 



Friends of my life ! It is my sincere 
wish, that at the close of my services 
among you — ^an event which cannot be 
very distant, and which may be very 
near*— I may be able to say, " I have 
not shunned to declare unto you the 
whole counsel of God/* When •! inform 
you that I shall not experience this sa- 
tisfaction, if 1 shall have neglected to 
lay before you, more in the detail than 
I have hitherto done, my matured sen- 
timents on a subject which, next to the 

B doctrine 



dotitineof the immortal Life of the Righte-' 
ousy I conceive to be the most import- 
ant doctrine of revelation^ namely, the 
future Punishment of the Wicked, I am 
confident that the apologj" will be suffi- 
cient for the freedom and plainness of 
this address and of what will follow, 
even though I should advance opinions, 
whicli some of you may not yet be pre- 
pared to receive. In a series of dis- 
courses, delivered at different times on 
the Divine Perfections and Government^ 
I have endeavoured to lay the foundation.. 
I shall now, by the blessing of God, 
which I humbly but fervently implore, 
attempt to raise the superstructure. I 
solicit only a patient hearing, and an 
mipartial examination of the grounds of 
my opinions, while I give you, witliout 
reserve, what appears to me, a correct 
account of the whole plan of the Go- 
sipel Dispensation ; from which I trust 
it wi)l be manifest, that it is indeed 
'^ the glorious Gos^pel of the blessed 

God-" 



God/' And I do this^ with a full coit^ 
fidence in your compliance with mf 
solicitation, as t am convinced that in« 
vincible prejudice on this subject can- 
not exist in bettei'olent minds* My ap- 
peal is chiefly to your understandings ; 
it is only for candour, a love of truths 
and a proper interest in the subject, 
for which I know I shall not ask in 
vain, that I appeal to your hearts. 

That it is the design of the Gospel to 
proclaim the glad tidings of Eternal Life 
is universally acknowledged. That Jesus 
Christ is the Author^ and appointed by 
God to be the Dispenser of Eternal Life 
to all them that believe in and obey 
him, is as undeniable an article of the 
Christian faith. And " blessed be God 
for his unspeakable gift !" " Blessed,'* for 
ever blessed, " be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has be- 
gotten us again to a lively hope, by the 
res€irrection of Jesus Christ from the 

n S dead. 



dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away T' 

. But when we add, that this is reserved 
in heaven for the right eoiiSj another in- 
teresting subject of inquiry forces itself 
upon us. The mind which has drunk 
largely at the spiritual fountain of the 
Gospel, and in consequence of this has 
been accustomed to take enlarged views 
of the Divine Administration ; the heart 
which has been expanded by christian 
principles, and which glows with chris- 
tian benevolence, cannot help feeling a 
sentiment of more extended philanthropy. 
To this its habits have been formed by 
always viewing misery in this world with 
an eye of sympathy, and by constant 
exertions both in public and in private 
to relieve it. 

How small a proportion of thehuriian 
race ever heard the glorious sound of 
the Gospel ! How small a proportion of 
professing Christians are possessed of 

that 



thut spitit which is its true characteris- 
tic, and are formed by its discipline to, 
a capacity for the enjoyment of a pure, 
and spiritual happiness ! If we cast an. 
attentive eye around that comparatively, 
small circle which is called the Christian' 
world, how much ignorance, vice, de-; 
pravity, and misery, are to be found 
even there I There is indeed no founda- 
tion for the plaintiA^e inquiry, " Lord, 
why hast thou made all men in vain?'^ 
But how often has the heart of sensibi- 
lity, when viewing the Divine Admini--; 
stration through the medium of systems 
which have obscured its brightness, 
found it difficult to restrain the com-, 
plaint, Lord, why bast thou made by 
far the greater part of thy creatures in 
vain ? The pathetic remonstrance of 
£sau seems applicable to the case of 
every one who has no share in this great, 
salvation, *' Hast thou but one. bless- 
ing ? bless me, even me also, my 
Father," 

' . . . ' 

Anxi- 



Anxieties of this description, and in- 
quiries of this nature, proceed from the 
very best state of the human mind; and 
they are all answered by the gracious 
declaration in our text, " God is Love.*' 
With these words, we have " a lamp 
unto our feet and a light unto our 
path,^' through every part of the jour- 
ney, the otherwise tiresome journey 
trhich we are appointed to take : and 
they will continue to afford us a clear 
and steady light until we arrive at our 
final and destined home. 

In a few discourses, which it will be 
my study to make as concise and per- 
spicuous as possible, I shall end«i.vour 
to establish, on the immutable princi-^ 
J)les of Reason and Scripture, this great 
general truth, from which every thing 
else which can be wished for will unde- 
niably follow, that the end ofPunishment 
in the Divine Government is to reform. 
With the acknowledgemcjbt of this I shall 

be 



be satisfied, although different opinions 
should be formed respecting the parti*^ 
cular plan of the Divine proceeding. On 
this subject likewise, however, I shall 
take the liberty of laying before yott 
my sentiments without reserve, leaving 
it to you to determine for yourselves 
•whether they are not in perfect harmony 
with the Divine Perfections, and are not 
drawn and conveyed to you, without 
any foreign mixture, from the unpoU 
luted fountain of Scripture. 

In the sacred writings, the future pu- 
nishment of the wicked appears to be as 
clearly asserted as the future happiness 
of the righteous. Let me not then, for a 
moment, be supposed to deny this. 
The question concerns only the nature^ 
design^ and duration of this punishment. 
Perhaps the expression universal saha- 
iioHi or the salvation of all tnen^^ which 
has been sometimes adopted, is not» 
istrictly speaking, accurate. 
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The total destruction of sin by rnean^ 
of punishment, and the Jinal restoration 
of all men to Virtue, and consequently 
to Happiness— the state for which every 
scheme supposes they were originally 
designed ^ —is , the grand doctrine to 
which I would direct your attention. 
Allowing then the absolute certainty 
of the punishment of the wicked, there 
are two opinions concerning it, besides 
that just mentioned, which require a 
distinct consideration. One is, that it 
will consist in Eternal Torments^ the other 
th^t it will terminate in Annihilation. 

In laying before you what appears tq 
pae to be the doctrine of Scripture on thisi 
lOomentOKs subject, and which is con- 
firmed by the account which is there 
given of the moral character and go- 

^ It has always ajppeared to me a manifbst inconsistency 
to suppose th^t the design of an omnipotent and omnisci? 
ent Being can be frustrated. And yet is not every scheme, 
with the exception of that of Universal Restitution, clogged 
^th this difficulty? 

vernmeqt 



vernment of God, I propose to proceed 
in the following method : 

I. In the first place I shall consider 
the arguments for the doctrine of the 
Eternity oj HelUtorments^ and endeavour* 
to prove that they are not sufficient for 
its support ; and then show, that this doc- 
trine is inconsistent with the Perfections 
ofGod, and the declarations of Scripture* 

II. In the second place I shall con- 
sider the arguments for the doctrine of 
Annihilation^ and endeavour to prove 
that they are not sufficient for its sup- 
port ; and then show that this doctrine 
also is inconsistent with the Perfections 
of Godfandthe declarations of Scripture, 

As there are only the three schemes 
above mentioned, if the first and the 
second be found to be untenable, the 
third is established of course. I shall 
however, 

III. 
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III. In the third place, endeavQUf 
to prove botk from the Perfections 
of, God, and the declarations of Scrip- 
ture, that the End of Punishment in the 
Divine Government is to reform^ from 
which final Virtue and final Happiness 
will be the glorious result. 

IV. I shall in the fourth place endea<« 
▼our to answer the principal objections 
to this doctrine ; and then conclude 
with such miscellaneous observations 
on the advantages of it, as I hope Will 
recommend it to your cordial and thank- 
ful reception. 

Having submitted to you the method . 
which I propose to adopt in treating 
on this grand subject; before I enter 
upon it more directly, permit me to lay 
before you, in as few words as possible, 
what appears to me to be the Scriptural 
account of the general scheme of the 
Divine Dispensations. 

The 
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The very concise but affecting ac- 
count which is given in the book of 
Genesis of the fall of man^ whether it 
be considered as a history of events 
which actually took place, or an alle- 
gory, or as both, is designed to convey 
this important practical truth, that Sin 
and Death are inseparably connected y 
that Death is the natural, necessary, 
and unchangeable effect of Sin ; and 
tthat as our first parent transgres^std the 
law of God, or mined; and as aU his 
descendants have followed, or will fol- 
low, his example, so he died, and the^ 
IB like manner are all exposed to death. 
A promise however is obscurely hinted 
at, of a deliverance from this state, and 
the whole economy of Providence seems 
to be adapted to this grand purpose. 
I'he Jewish dispensation, which has too 
often been considered absolutely and not 
relatively^ or as connected with the Per- 
fections of God, and not the capacity of 
the recipients, appears upon a more 

pro- 
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profound examination to be exactly 
suited to the infant state of mankind, 
and to be the best scheme which infi- 
nite wisdom could devise to prepare 
them for the reception of a purer sy- 
stem; its^bject being to preserve in the 
world the belief of the existence and 
perfections of the one true God, and of 
his wise and righteous administration; 
and to inculcate a full confidence in 
bim, and an unreserved obedience tO' 
his wilP. 

As instruction can only be commu- 
nicated to the mind, as the mind is ca- 
pable of being iniitructed, so when " the 
fullness of time was come/' — when the 
Jews were prepared by preceding reve- 
lations to receive it, — the Kingdom of 
Gody of Christy or of Heaven, was intro- 
duced. It appears from all the repre-, 
sentations which are given ofitinScrip- 

^ See Dr. Cogan*s Disquisition on the Jewish Dispen- 
sation respecting Religion and Morals. 

ture, 



IS 

ture, that this Kingdom is the Kingdom 
6f Truths of Righteousness^ and of Uap- 
pifie^i?— that it is administered by Jesus 
Christ — that it is " not of this world ;** 
that it has different states, commencing 
at different periods according to the 
qualifications of its subjects; that the 
Righteous will be admitted to the hap- 
piness of it which h Immortal Life at the 
Resurrection, and that these — " the 
fii'st-born from the dead'" — will be distin- 
guished by its highest honours \ that 
from this glorious state all the wicked 
will be excluded and be banished into 
" outer darkness/' which is the idea of 
future punishment chiefly insisted on in 
Scripture, and to which its threatenings 
almost exclusively refer. It further ap- 
pears highly probable, that the same 
principles and laws in the divine admi- 
nistration will still continue, — that the 
punishment of the wicked, which is an 
important part in this economy, will 
produce its effect, the destruction of Sin 

— that 
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•*-ibat i>eatk does not itiean annihila^ 
tioo— that it is the ienninatidn of one 
state of being and the introduction to 
9nother — that to the Righteous who are 
qualified for the enjoyment of celestial 
happiness, it is the birth to Immortality^^ 
and to the wicked the introduction ta 
their state of punishment-**that as the 
necessary process in the change from 
mortal to immortality the wicked will 
experience it a second time— that wheii 
all are virtuous, or become capable of 
celestial happiness, all will be made 
partakers of it: And that then^ at thi^ 
glorious consummation^ all the purposes 
of this eternally prepared dispensatioa 
being fully accomplished) Christ will 
resign the Kingdom to the Father, that^ 
" God may be all in all/' All this is 
comprehended in one sentence in Scrip* 
tui'e, " The wages of sin is Deaths but 
the gift of God is Eternal Life through 
Jeaus Christ our Lord.'' 

The 
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The statement of this scheme will en* 
able youi by studying your bibles with 
reference to it, ta judge of the Foun- 
dation on which it rests. I apprehend 
that everi/ text of Scripture most beau« 
tifully harmonises with it, and that the 
more faithfully and impartially the Scrip* 
tures are examined, the more general 
will be its reception. At the same time, 
I wish it never to be forgotten, that all 
which is necessartf on this subject, is tq 
prove that punishment in the Divine 
Government is coirective^ or designed to 
cure ; that if it can be shown that there 
isno foundation in Reason or Scripture. 
for the doctrine of the Eternity of Hell- 
torments, or for that of Annihilation, th%% 
necessarily follows ; and that from the 
cure of Sin and the change to Holiness, 
the final Happiness of all the human 
race is the necessary, indisputable, and 
glorious consequence. 



It is with some degree of satisfaction 



that 
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that I inforrrt you, that the doctrine 
which I most wish to establish, from a 
conviction of its supreme iniportance 
to the present peace and virtue, and the 
future happiness of mankind, is no sec-- 
tartan doctrine, nor peculiar to the reli- 
gious system which I have adopted; 
but that, on the contrary, its most zea- 
lous supporters liave been what are 
called orthodox men and churchmen. 
Indeed neither the doctrine of the Eter- 
nity of Hell-torments, nor that of An- 
nihilation, was ever so generally re- 
ceived as to be admitted into aay an- 
cient creed ; and it is with peculiar 
pleasure that 1 inform you, that they 
constitute no part of the Articles of the 
Church of England. It is indeed said 
in the Athanasian Creed, " Which faith 
except every one do keep whole and 
wndefiled, without doubt he shall perish 
everlastingly/' It is a curious circum- 
stance, that if by " perishing everlast- 
ingly'' the compiler of this Creed, who 

however 
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liowevei was not Athanasius/taeant ex-> 
ist in torment for ever^ this single clause 
includes in itself all the ingredients of 
persecution. The belief of the doctrine 
of the Eternity of hell-torments, of the 
infallibility of the imposers of Creeds or 
Articles (and the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit means no less than infallibility), 
and of exclusive salvation, or of salva-: 
lion depending upon what a man believes. 
and not what he practises^ — I say the be- 
lief of these three doctrines must form 
a Persecutor, or an inconsistent charac- 
ter. , The phrase however " perish ever* 
lastingly'^ may mean no more than the 
Scripture doctrine of future punishment 
ifhatever that may be* And a person 
who has subscribed to the Articles of the 
Church of England may, I apprehend, 
consistently with his subscription, preach 
the doctrine of Universal Restitution^ . 

Although 

« tn the forty-two anides settled in the reign of Edward 
the Sixth the Eternity of Hell-torments is expressly as- 

C serted. 
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. Altbough Authority is no test of truthr 
it may perhaps sometimes not impro* 
perly be employed as a shield against 
the arrows of detraction and calumny. 
Among the most early Fathers of the' 
Ghurcby some of the wisest and the best 
avowed their belief in this doctrine^. 
Origen says that ^^ wicked men wilU 
after the punishment of their sins, some- 
at one time and som»e at another, soon*' 
er or later, according to their greater or^ 
less guilt, be reconciled to God, and 
finally saved/' Justin Martyr says, 
*^ The souls of the righteous being found 
worthy of God shall die no more : but 
those of the wicked shall be punished* 
as long as God wills their existence and 
punishment." 

strted* But when the artides were reduced to thirty-nine 
in the reign o( Eli^abethi^ it was rejected* See AndrewiTf 
^nUnuation of Henry's History, vol. i. page 400. 

^ See Burnet De statu mortuorum et resurgentiun^ 
cap. xi. and Broughtoa on Futurity, dtsaert. ir. iiecU 7& • 

Jerome 



ietbiAe zAtmi '' that hiimati Weakness 
batinot know the jtidgmentofOod/nar 
detenliine cdhcttniiAg the magnitude or 
measure of punishment ; which m'tist be 
left to his detefrmiriation.'^ Gregory of 
Naziamium, s()eaking of the torments of 
the daitined, says, " unless any one 
chooses to understand them in st sense 
more mild with respect to men, and 
worthy of God the punisher/^ Gregory 
of Nyssa supposes that *^ the incifrable 
in this life will be cured in the next by 
sharper and bitterer rtmedies ;^ and ex* 
pressly treats of Universal Purgation and 
Restitution ^ : in which opinion many of 
the Fathers agreed ; as is evident from 
their calling the Fire of Hell a purging 
as well as a punishing fire ^ 



o-; 



^ Hun purging fire is Very different frdiii. the Rofenish 
Purgatory: for that is supposed to precede the day of 
judgment, iMs to come after it. 

' ifif luMipvm and ^p aoXaon^^itty. 

c 2 Among 
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Among the more modern divinesf^ 
4rchi)ishop Tillotson thought that £ter- 
'kial misery was threatened^ but would 
not be executed ; for that although ve« 
r^city requiired that a being should per-* 
&)rm his promises, it did not require that 
he ^hould execute his threateningSn A 
very degrading opinion indeed, to supr 
pose the divine government to.be car-' 
tied on. by a deception, and a very in-? 
consistent conduct in him to make it 
known ! Dr. Thomas Burnet, Dr. Hart- 
ley, and Dr. Chauncy, have written co- 
piously on this subject; and a person, 
who from his address is evidently one of 
tlie society called Quakers, has pub- 
lished, in a very cheap form, a most ex- 
cellent selection from some late writers, 
a book which, as there is no printer's or 
bookseller's name to it, I fear is not easy 
to be procured, but which I wish was in 
every family in the kingdom. 

I shall just mentiofk further, with a 

view • 
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view of repelling a little the odium 
which I am apprehensive of receiving, 
that this city has furnished conspicu- 
ous examples of friends to the doctrine 
of Universal Restitution. I personally 
knew the distinguished writers Bishop 
Newton and Mr. Stonehouse, and the 
pious and what are called orthodox 
clergymen Mr. Roquet and Mr. Easteiw 
brook. 

But with respect to the arguments^ I 
»sk submission to no authority, but; to 
the authority of Truth The subject 
will, at intervals, be resumed. May the 
God of Truth. open our understandings 
to receive the truth a3 it is m Jesus I 



DIS^ 



DISCOURSE II. 



1 John iv. 8. 



GOD IS LOVE. 



Mir belotred Friends! The batidour 
with which you received a discotitse 
lately delivered to you, iutroductoty to 
an intended series of discourses on the 
design and duration of future punishment j 
%vould have encouraged me to proceed 
immediately to the investigation of the 
subject, agreeably to ray proposed plan, 
if it had not occurred to me, that it may 
not be without its advantage, prer/oii^/y 
to take notice of an objection which I 
Jiad reserved for another place. Wishing 

you 



u 

you not only to see with me the strength 
of those arguments which the Scripture 
affords, in favour of the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Restitution, but to feel with me 
the propriety and indeed the absolute ne^ 
cessitj/j if I wish to discharge my duty, 
of giving them all the publicity in my 
power, I will Afre, instead of in the place 
originally designed for it, introduce and 
endeavour to obviate the objection. 

It may be said, As the doctrine of the 
JEtemity of helUtorments is the doctriiie 
generally received respecting future pu- 
nishment ; may it not be attended with 
danger^ considering the prfcsent state of 
the world, to convince those who stand 
in need of every influential motive to the 
practice of virtue, that there is nofoun^ 
dation for it ip reason or scripture ? In 
pther words, may it not be said. Where 
is the advantage or necessity of pr^ach^ 
ifi^ on the subject ? 



Ju 
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/ In this objection the truth of the doc- 
trine of Universal Restitution is not de- 
nied. If it be acknowledged that it is 
irue^ I ask no more. It cannot for a 
moment be imagined, that the God of 
Truth should require us to support his 
government by s, falsehood, or even by 
concealing the truth. He must be better 
acquainted than we are with the springs 
of action in the human breast, and must 
stand in no need oi our prudence to alter 
or modify the sanctions of his law. Our 
duty can only be to explain and enforce 
these sanctions. 

But to avoid all suspicion of rashness 
or precipitation; before we proceed one 
6tep further, let us avail ourselves of all 
the information we can collect from rea- 
son, observation, and scripture, respect* 
ing the consequences of the freeest dis* 
cussion of this subject. 

|t )s a maxiqGi in jurisprudence, con- 
firmed 
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£naed by the experience of all ages^ 
that crimes are more effectually prevented 
btf the CERTAINTY than hy the seyb- 
RiTY of punishment. It is not the great'- 
nesf of the Degree of the punishment 
threatened which operates as a motive 
to deter men from the commission of 
crimes, but the conYiction of the indis^ 
soluble connexion between the mine and 
the punishment^ and the absolute certainty 
that if they commit the one they must 
endure the other. The seYerity of laws 
(an obsenratidn which I fear applies tq 
the Criminal Code of this country) bin* 
ders their execution, destroys their ef-^ 
feet, and leads to their Yiolation, by en^ 
touraging the hopes of impunity. In 
the present case, the supposed punislh^^ 
ment being infinite^ and consequently 
not admitting of those gradations in it^ 
self, and those gradations in guilt, 
which in the nature of things must 
exist, is so disproportioned to the offence, 
^nd so indiscriminately enforced, that 

the 
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the lunner, inrtead of living in thie habi«- 
tual fear of ilr— instead of ever applying 
it to himself— will be naturally loolcing 
about for means of escaping it And 
the human mind is fertile in resources 
of this kind* Almost every absurd doG«* 
trine, which Superstition or Enthusiasm 
has imposed upon the world as a doc- 
trine of the Gospel, is a scheme for 
averting what is called — no such pas* 
sion exists in that Being whose nature is 
Love — the divine wrath. In these cir« 
cumstances, mankind are not influenced 
hy the dread of future punishment at aU. 
That which is supposed to be denounced 
in Spripture, is applied by the sinner^ 
aot tp himself hut to others; and instead 
of pper^ting as a motive to deter him 
^m thiB commission of sin, it is em<t 
ployed only as an instrument of uincha^ 
ritablenjess ; while ^ the same time the 
feal punishment denounced in the Go^ 
8pel,^hich is efficacious in its nature, 
fm^ want9 only to bet applied to produce 

its 
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its efiects, is not once adverted to, is not 
even known, and is consequently only a 
dead letter^ 

Again, it is by no means a certain 
fact that there is a person existing who 
would be influenced to correct his vices 
by the belief of eternal torment^ but who 
would persevere in them, if he knew that 
the consequence would be, the loss of 
immortal life, an exclusion from the so- 
ciety of the blessed in heaven, anguish 
and remorse, and a second death. . If 
there be such a person in existence, hia 
love of his vices would render him an 
unqualified subject for the highest ho^ 
noursT in the kingdom of heaven, and Oi 
proper subject of corrective punis^«i 
ment^ 

Perhaps there may be other cases in 
which it would not be difiicult to point 
out instances of conversion, as it is calle4» 
before the time. , Before we attempt to 
: ' teacU 
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teach a person anj thing, it is necessary 
we should know that he is capable of 
being taught. If the soil were prepared 
before the seed is sown^ as is at this time 
attempted to be done by the society 
called Quakers in Pennsylvania, the 
process of intellectual and moral cul- 
ture, though it might be more gradual, 
would probably be found to be carried 
on with more certainty, and eventually 
to be attended with more sucqess. 



. ^* Knowing the terrors of the Lord,^' 
says the apostle, " we persuade men/' 
It is an affecting consideration, that 
though the hope of Eternal Life is the 
animating motive of the righteous, yet 
the terrors of the Lord are not presented 
to the minds of sinners, who stand in 
need of every motive to rouse them to 
repentance, and to excite them to re«* 
formation. In this state of things j it 
must surely be the wish of every friend 
of the Gospel, of every friend to the best 

interests 



interests of mankind^ to see aU the skrid^ 
tit)Dft of the Gospel, which Hpp&ai tcf 
l>oth the strongest passions of human 
nature, Hope and Fear$ in their fult 
operatioB. 

But are there no instances in which 
the doctrine of the Eternity of hell-tof-« 
ments is applied by a person to himself f 
Those to whom the care of persrons fei^ 
bouring under the most pitiable of hu- 
man maladies is intrusted, can best an- 
swer this question. Within their daily 
increasing enclosures, these miserable 
victims of superstition chiefly reside* 
And among them I am confident would 
mylot have been cast, if the cloud which 
darkened my morning of life had not 
been dispelled by the rays which pro- 
ceeded from the sun of righteousness* 
If in a single instance the doctrine which 
necessarily follows from our text, and 
whichis confirnied by every text of Scrip- 
ture, should prevent this malady^ (awt 

I doubt 
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I doubt not that the general rpceptiodi 
of it would produce this effect in a mul-^ 
titude of cases,) I am willing to undergo 
any degree of obloquy, or to sustain 
any inconvenience to which my well 
meant endeavours to propagate it may 
exppse me. 

Once more, my friends, the features 
of the times are peculiarly striking. Ig- 
norant of the nature of the causes which 
are now operating, although we are sen- 
sible that every part of the moral as well 
as of the natural world is in a state of 
agitation^ « we know not what lies be- 
fore us/' The veil of futurity has, at 
present, in it no transparency. Tbe^ 
monster Persecfutiofiy which is not dead^* 
but asleep and in chains, may awake, 
from his slumber. I trust, in this coun-' 
try, he will never again be permitted to* 
stalk at large* Let it not be forgotten^ 
that the belief of the doctrine of the 
Eternity of hell-torments constitutes the 

princip^ 
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priticipal ingredient in the compositi6i< 
of the Bigot — the Perseeutof — the In- 
quisitor. 

From the extensive circulation of the} 
Bible^ and the institution of schools foi' 
the instruction of the poor, it isimpossi*» 
ble not to augur the best eflFects. What- 
ever else may be circulated with this 
sacred book, let us endeavour to circu- 
late with it, what we derive from it^ 
just vitws of the Perfections of its Au^ 
thor\ These, we may hope, will lead 

to 

^ Those who tfiink they believe all the doctrines con« 
tained in the look of Common Prayer act consistently with 
their principles, and a regard to practiced religion, in drcu^ 
lating this with the Bible. I say think they believe, be<* 
cause, apprehending there are in this book direct contra- 
dictions, I consider a real belief in all its contents, as im- 
possible. The short and chiefly practical lessons contain- 
ed in the Epistles and Gospels are peculiarly useful* 
Whatever may be said in favour of circulatihg the Biblel 

in our translation, and without Note or Conmieht, no ex-f 

• 

cuse can be admitted for retaining a word to which, in 

consequence of the changes which languages imdergo, 

secondary ideas of so offensive a nature are now. annexed^ 

- « » ^ that 
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to the adoption of those principles 
which are consonant to these perfec- 
tions. The light, I am convinced, is 



that it is never used but by the meanest of mankind. The 
evil which this produces on the minds of children is incal- 
culable. It is the character of timid and contracted 
minds to oppose all alteration, not knowing, or not ad- 
verting to the circumstance, that if improvement were 
the object, alteration without it, which would seldom 
take place, would naturally lead to alteration with im- 
provement. Conceiving, as I do, that the human mind 
is formed for eternal improvement, I cannot but rejoice 
in every appearance of an intellectual and moral process 
in' this its first and lowest state of existence. And great 
cause of rejoicing on this account the benevolent acti- 
vity of *this country affords, notwithstanding some in- 
stances of a retrograde motion, which, if contemplated 
without the powerful checks they receive, would lead ta 
an apprehension of the return of the dark ages. I would 
advise Unitarians— whose articles of faith were not 
fixed by Acts of Parliament some centuries ago, but by 
a Legislator of still earlier times, to circulate with either 
the old version or their improved version of the NeiT 
Testament the Book of Common Prayer which is used 
in Essex-street, and a Catechism and Prayers witli rules 
for reading the Scriptures. Until it is superseded by a 
more useful publication, I feel it my duty, and conse- 
quently no violation of genuine delicacy, to recommend 
a small work called ** General Instructions on the Doc- 
trines and Duties of Religion, altered from Practical 
Instructions."* 

D now 
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now dawning, add the clouds which ob- 
scuve the horizon will soon be dispersed. 
And if I may not be thought too san- 
guine, I would express the hope, that, 
fipofifi the joint operation of the causes 
just mentioned, the period may be ac- 
celerated — arrive it must, or this nation 
Vrill consist almost solely of Dissenters 
-^when a subscription to the Scriptures 
will be substituted in the room of a sub- 
scription to about two hundred and 
fifty abstruse theological propositions 
imposed about two hundred and fifty 
years ago, and called thirty 'nint Arti- 
cles; and when the Chufch of England, 
being built on this foundation — on the 
foundation of Scripture and not of hu- 
man Articles; Christ himself and not 
Acts of Parliament being the chief cor- 
ner-stone, will recognise the principle 
that ^^ the Bible, the Bible alone is the 
Religion of Protestants/^ 

Anticipating, in the midst of so much 

mental 
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mental darkness, this glorious day, though 
I shall probably not live to see it ; and 
wishing to do all in my power to hasten 
its approach, as the best proqf of my 
friendly regard for a Church from which 
Conscience and not Inclination forced 
xne to dissent, I shall now lay before you 
my sentiments on what appear^ to me, 
next to the doctrine of the Immortal 
Life of the Righteom^ the most import- 
ant doctrine of Scripture, namely, the 
account which is given there of the wa- 
turcj design, and duration of the punish- 
ment of the wicked. 

Agreeably to my proposed plan, I shall 
in the first place— ?• 

|. Consider the arguments for the 
doctrine of the Eternity of bell-tor- 
ments, and endeavour to prove that 
they are not sufficient for its support; 
and then show that this doctrine is in- 

D 2 consistent 
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consistent with the Perfections of Cod^ 
and the declarations of Scripture. 

Before I lay before you the texts 
which are adduced in support of this 
hypothesis, it is necessary to call to your 
remembrance one incontrovertible fact as- 
serted in Scripture, which although it i 
reconcileable with infinite Benevolence, 
yet to a heart which is susceptible of the 
finest human affections is after all a pain- 
ful consideration, namely, that the per- 
sons of whose state we are now speaking 
constitute by far the greater part of the 
human race. 

This tremendous truth cannot be evaded 
— the voice of infallibility hath spoken 
it— the (fclevated standard of Christian 
morality confirms it, arid every analogy 
of Nature points out to it, " Enter ye 
in at the strait gate : for wide is the gate 
;ind broad is the way that leadeth to de- 

structiofif 
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struction, and many there be who go in 
thereat : Because strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way which leadeth unto 
life^ and few there be that find it/' 

We are sometimes apt to speak of 
HappincbS^ as if it consisted solely in 
external things. It should never be for- 
gotten^ that it consists in two things. 
Faculties and Objects. Now the Facul^ 
ties, the Capacities^ the Organs^ if I may 
so express myself, of a. spiritual, morale 
and religious Happiness, are spiritual^ 
moral, and religious Habits; which, 
like all other habits, are formed gradu- 
ally, and by repeated acts. Without 
these, the company of the blessed in 
heaven, and all the scenes and sources 
of delight with which the celestial state 
abounds, would be no more the means 
of enjoyment than a beautiful prospect 
would be to a blind man, or a concert 
of music to a person deprived of the 
sense of hearing. It should never be 

forgotten, 
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forgotten, that the Happiness of the hea* 
venlj world is not something arbitrarily 
bestowed, but the result of a peculiar 
temper of mind\ which temper of mind, 
or qualification for heaven, we are placed 
in this world, as in a state of discipline, 
to acquire. 

The connexion of Sin and Death we 
learn from the beginning of the Old Tes- 
tament; and from the whole of the New 
Testament we learn the connexion be- 
.tween Holiness and Immortal Life. In 
the fornoier we are told of a fall occa- 
sioned by Sin; in the latter, of a restora^ 
tion, called salvation and redemption, 
through the mediation of Jesus Christ, 
effected in some cases in this hfe by re- 
pentance and obedience, and I trust it 
will appear in all cases in another, by 
means of punishment. " Happy are 
those who have a part in the frst resur- 
rection,^' a phrase which itself would 
lead us to hope for a second, when Sin 

and 
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and Death will be known no more. 
When we consider the numberless ini- 
perfections which cleave even to the best 
of characters, we cannot but fear for 
ourselves. Having a quick eye at dis- 
cerning moral dangers in this ocean, 
where so many rocks and quicksands 
abound, we cannot help fearing for thosfe 
from whom we cannot bear the thought 
of a separation. " Let us therefore 
work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling/^ 

The texts which are brought in sup* 
port of the doctrine of the Eternity of 
hell-torments are the following : 

Tsaiah xxxiii. 14. " The sinners in Zion 
are afraid ; fearfuluess hath surprised 
the hypocrites : who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire?, who 
among us shall dwell with everlasting 
burnings ?" Daniel xii. 2. " Add many 
of them that sleep in the dust of the 

earth 
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earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life^ and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt'' Matt. xviii. 8. p. "Wherefore 
if thy hand or thy foot offend thee (or 
cause thee to offend), cut them off and 
cast them from thee : it is better for thee 
to enter into life halt or maimed, rather 
than having two hands or two feet to be 
cast into everlasting fire. And if thine 
eye offend thee (or cause thee to offend), 
pluck it out and cast it from thee : it is 
better for thee to enter into life with 
one eye, rather than having two eyes to 
♦be cast into hell fire.'' It is added in 
Mark ix. 43. " into the fire that never 
shall be quenched," and repeatedly, 
" where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched." Matt. xxv. 41. 
^* Then shall he say also unto them on 
the left hand. Depart from me,ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire prepared for the de- 
vil and his angels." And in the 46th 
verse, " These shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment: but the righteous 

into 
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into Life eternal/' Mark iii. 29- " He 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in 
danger of eternal damnation/' 2Thess.i. 
7. and following verses, " Wh^n the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from hea- 
ven with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that 
kdow not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who 
shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power/' Jude?. 
" And the angels who kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting chains 
unto darkness of the great day. Even 
as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
about them, in like manner gbving them- 
selves over to fornication and going after 
strange flesh, are set forth for an exam- 
ple suff'ering the vengeance of eternal 
fire/' Rev. xiv. IJ. " And the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up for ever 

and 
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and wer, and they have no rest day 
nor night, who worship the beast and his 
image/' Rev, xix. 3. "And her smoke 
rose up for ever and ever/' Rev. xx. 10. 
** And the devil that deceived /them was 
cast into the lake of fire and brinistone, 
ivhefe the beast and the false prophet 
are, and shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever.'* 

These texts to an English reader may, 
on the first consideration of them, ap- 
pear very strong. Strong indeed they 
must ^be to supj)ort the tremendous su- 
perstructure which has been raised on 
them. I doubt not, however, that I shall 
be able to convince a person who is un- 
acquainted with both the languages in 
which the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testajnent are written, that they 
convey no such <k>ctrine as that which 
has been drawn from them. And for 
the encouragement of those who are not 
acquainted with the ancient languages, 

I would 
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1 woiild observe, that by the help of a 
Concordance they may easily compare 
different passages, and judge of the ac- 
curacy of a critical remark which they 

« 

could not have made themselves. I will 
venture to assert that there is no im- 
portant doctrine of Christianity which a 
clear head, directed by an honest heart, 
will not enable a person to understadd 
even from our translation. Be not then 
afraid of examination, but " in under- 
standing be men."' 

Now the observation which particu-^ 
larly claims our notice as deciding the 
question at once, is, that the word which 
is translated Eternal^ Everlastings and 
for every does not in itself signify eter- 
nal, everlastingj or for ever. That it 
may be applied to a subject whose 
duration is unlimited must be allowed, 
as indeed it is to the life of the righte- 
ovis and the existence of God, but then 
it receives and does pot give the idea of 

endless. 
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endless. Th<^ primitive from which it is 
derived, the. substantive of which it is 
the adjective, signifies Life \ Age^Feriod^ 
or in its most extended sense Dispensa- 
Hon. Mr, Stonehouse, in his learned 
work on this subject, uses both the words 
in English, calling the substantive JEon 
and the adjective iEonian. If then the 
substantive ^on signifies Xi/e, -^ge, 
Period, or Dispensation, the adjective 
JEonian must signify continuance during 

^ Homer uses it for L^e, sometimes for a short life 
which was lost in battle, as . 

Jl. iv. 478. ■ ' jXivuvSafto; h ol ouujf 

Short was his JJfey taken off as he was by the spear of 
the magnanimous Ajax. 

II. V. 685. sirsira [ub ycau Xiiroi aicvv 

Ev ttQXei vfAsrspij. 
And then may lAfe forsake me in your city. 

II. xvi. 453. Avrocp «njy Bri rovys Km ^J/u%tj re nai ociujy. 
But when his Soul and his Life shall haye lefl him. 

For the Scripture meaning of the words awv and aiwnos, 
which the Septuagint Translators use for the Hebrew 
word d!?^ in its varieties, as a verb originally signifying to 
hide, see Simpson's Essay on the Duration of a future 
State of Punishments and Rewards^ 

the 
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the Life^ ^g^y Period^ or Dispensation to 
which it is applied, and may, in every 
place, be translated lasting, durable, pro- 
traded, or continued. That the sense of 
the adjective must be ascert'ained by the 
substantive, you may be as confident as 
that the meaning of the words dailt/, 
weekly, monthly, arid yearly, is fixied by 
that of the words day, week, month, and 
year. When I inform you that in all 
the passages which I shall n6w recite, 
the word is ^Eon in the original, you will 
see clearly that it cannot mean Eternity. 
In *i Cor. iv. 4. Satan is called the " Ood 
of this Man V' surely not the God of 
this Eternity. Again, Eph. vi. 12. " We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
jEon^;' certainly not of this Eternity* 
1 Tim. vi. 17. ♦' Charge them that are 
rich in this world's goods*/' certainly 



« Bsof rov ontavos 'J'ovrov. 
** rov aiwvos tovtov. 
* e> TM vvy atwn, 

not 
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not in the goods of this Eternity. Acts 
XV. 18. " Known unto God are all hi? 
works since the^on began ^/V certainly 
not since the Eternity began. Matt. xii. 
32. ''The sin against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven in this :iEon, nor in 
that which is to conae 5 ;'' certainly not 
in this Eternity, nor when it is past in 
that which is to succeed it. The origi- 
nal word is often used in the plural 
number, and surely it is absurd to speak 
of Eternities. In the 1st of Cor. ii. 7. 
" we read of the hidden wisdom which 
God ordained before the MonsK'' In 
Exod. XV. 18. we have this phrase, " the 
Lord shall reign for ever and ever." It 
is in the Septuagint, " from iEon to 
-^on and farther \'' In Dan. xii. 3. we 
are told that " they that turn many to 
righteousness shall shine as the stars for 



' air aiMvog. 



? ovre ev rovrcp tuj aicvvi, ovte ev fw jxeXAovrt. 

^ TtpO rUJV OLIWVWV. 

* rov aiujya, koli sir aitvva, tcxi sTi, 
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ever and ever." It is in the 5eptuagint 
" through the Mons and farther V 
Micah iv. 5. " we will walk in the 
name of the Lord our God for ever and 
ever/' It is in the Septuagint "through 
the Moa and beyond it K" With re- 
spect to the adjective, we read of " the 
everlasting hills™/' of " the everlasting 
priesthood of Aaron V' of the " land of 
Canaan being an everlasting inherit- 
ance V' of the passover being an ordi- 
nance for everP, of circumcision being 
an everlasting covenant % and of a ser- 
vant serving for ever'. The Apostle 
speaks of those ordinances which are 
called everlastings as continuing till the 
time of reformation * ; and in the 2d of 
Tim. i. 9- '' of the favour bestowed upon 
us through Jesus Christ before the ever- 



' 61$ rov aicwa, kou sTtexsiya. 
« Hab. iii. 6. »» Num. xxv.. 13. 

® Gen. xvii. 8. p Ex. xii. 14/ 

«i Gen. xvii. 7. "^ Ex. xxi. 6. 

• Heb. ix. 10. 
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lasting tim€s\'' that is, before the times 
of the ages, or before the ancient dis- 
pensations. 

Let us now, with this key, proceed to 
the particular examination of the texts 
which have been adduced. The first 
from Isaiah, " who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings?" is itself de- 
cisive of the whole controversy, as it 
shows that everlasting is a wrong trans- 
lation of the original word ; and though 
, the question is expressed in these strong 
tertns, it has no connexion with future 
punishment, but relates to an event of 
short continuance and long since past. 
The prophet is speaking of the distress 
of the Jews upon the king of Assyria's 
marching to Jerusalem, and he contrasts 
the confidence of the righteous in these 
times of danger with the apprehensions 
of the wicked. Bishop Lowth translates 
it thus : 

* Iff 9 p^ovtt/y aiwvieoy, 

« The 
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"The sinners in Zion are strack with 
dread; Terror hath seized the hypo- 
crites: Who among us can abide this 
consuming fire? Who among us can 
abide these continued burnings ?'' That 
is, the consequences of Jerusalem's 
being taken. 

On the same principles the text in 
Dailiel •ought to be translated " some 
to continued life, and some to shame 
and continued contempt." 

To be cast into everlasting fire in Matt, 
xviii. d. means into lasting, durable, or 
continued fire, or the Jire of that period. 
Hell-fire in the next verse is in the origin 
nal into the valley of Hinnom of fire. To 
explain this phrase, it may be proper to 
observe, that the Jews had np word in 
their language to express the place of 
punishment of the wicked after the re- 
surrection. Probably the idea did not 
often occur to them ; when it did, they 

£ called 
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called it the ^^ valley of Hinnom/^ vrhicli 
was a place out of the walls of the city > 
where a fire was kept constantly burn- > 
ing to consume the filth of the city, and 
where in former idolatrous times chil- 
dren had been offered in sacrifice to 
Moloch. But it is added in Mark Ix. 
" into the fire that never shall be 
quenched/' and repeatedly," where their 
worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched." Let it not be forgotten it 
is immediately added, " For every one 
shall be salted with fire/' 

Now with respect to these texts so 
formidable at first view, they are evi- 
dently metaphorical \ and they compare 

^ Calvin allows them to be metaphorical. See Com. m . 
Bs. Ixvi. and Inst. lib. iii. cap. 25. sec. 12. Although the 
modern Calvinists, as they are called, are often so tre- 
mendously copious on this subject, yet is the doctrine sel- 
dom referred to by Calvin himself. And after all, not- 
withstanding some strong expressions in his writings, I 
cannot help thinking that the most convincing evidence 
we have of his habitual belief in it, is the presumptive evi- 
dence which arises from the circumstance of his havinf^ 
bQen so active ^n instrument in the burning of Servetus. 

the 
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the future punishment of the wicked to 
things which are in their nature tem^ 
porary, and which at this period have 
long since ceased to exist. The allusion 
is here made to the prophet Isaiah. 
" They shall go forth and look upoB 
the carcases of the men that have trans-, 
gressed against me: for their worm 
shall not die, neither shall their fire be 
quenched; and they shall be an abhor* 
ring unto all flesh/' Is. Ixvi. 24- '* Which 
words evidently relate to the utter de-^ 
atruction of the enemies of God's church, 
whose carcases should be devoured by 
worms or burnt by fire : neither should 
the worms cease to devour, nor the fire 
to bum, till their carcases should be ut- 
terly consumed/' Broughton. 

" Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
continued fire prepared for the Devil and 
his angels^' suggests another idea, . that 
into this fire the Principle of EviU with 
his Servants and Messengers, would be 

£ 2 « cast. 
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oafity probably that Sin aod Temptation 
would be here consumed. But of this 
more hereafter; 

^^ These shall go away in to ererlasting 
flunishmeat/' has been shown to mean 
tiie correction of that period; and if it be 
objected that the same word is used to 
express the life of the righteous and the 
punishment of the wicked^ let it be ob- 
served, that it is not on this passage 
sokly or principally that we ground our 
belief of Eternal Life — that this passage 
4»Uude$ to it, but does not positively de* 
dare it. 

The phraae in Mark, which speaks* of 
the punishment of the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, should be translated " hath 
never forgiveness, but is liable to lasting 
e€>ndemnaHon, or more literally to " the 
^^gment of that period/^ 

The t-extrnThessalonaans vrhich sa^j^ 

that 
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that " they who know not God, and 
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, shall be punished with eotrlant^ 
ing destruction from the presence of the 
Lord and the glory of his power/' means 
desfruction^ or ruin during that period 
from the presence of the Lord and his 
glorious power ; that is, exclusion from 
his presence and from that glorious king-- 
dom into which the Righteous mil at that 
time be admitted. 

In the text in Jude, Angels, whe- 
ther the word means superior beings or 
messengers, are spoken of as reserved 
for a punishment similar to that which 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah en- 
dured. That fire, however, has been 
long since extinguished, as well as that 
which continued burning in the valley 
ef Hinnom, which' is alluded to in the 
words "where their worm diethnot and 
the fire is not quenched.'* 
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In the figurative language of a pro- 
phetic vision, in the fourteenth chapter 
of the Revelations it is said, ^^ the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth foi' ever and 
ever,'* that is for ages of ages. Now if 
we were to alloAV this to mean for ever, 
" *it is not here asserted that the tor-- 
tnent continues, but the smoke of it. 
This may be the case after the wretched 
victim has ceased to suffer : and a me- 
morial of the punishment inflicted on 
vice may remain, long after vice itself 
has been utterly exterminated. After 
all, as this prophecy relates to states of 
things in the present world, it is possi-- 
ble that the punishment threatened 
ought to be understood of temporal suf- 
ferings, aqd not of the sufferings of a 
future life/' 

The same may be said of the phrase 
>n the nineteenth chapter, " and her 
)5moke goeth up for ages of ages/' 

'^Improved Versipn. 

' The 
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The last text to be taken notice of is 
in llev. XX. 10. " And the Devil that 
deceived them was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and shall be tor- 
mented day and night for ever and 



ever/' 



Now it is obvious to remark that this 
text does not relate to human beings at 
all, but to the Devils by which word I 
cannot but understand the Principle of 
Evil personified. We are then informed 
— and the information is grateful to the 
mind — that " ^ this symbolical person^ 
with the beast and the false prophet, 
which are likewise symbolical persons, 
shall be tormented day and night for 
ages of ages."' From this text " the 
following glorious inference seems to be 
deducible. That all the corruptions of 
the Christian religion, as well as all hea- 

y Improved Version. 
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then idolatry and the spirit of persecu-. 
tion, sh^U be for ever extennip^ted* 
And pure and undefined Beligion^ in 
its spirit and in its powpr, shalJ every 
where prevail, and produce universal 
peace and harmony and happiness. ^ 
This is the true coming of Christ. And 
to the promise of his speedy appearance 
for these glorious purposes, what bepe- 
volent heart can refuse tg adopt the re» 
spoqse of the prophet, Amen! Coipe^ 
liprd Jesus, come quipkly ! '* 

It will, I doubt not, strike every one 
with astonishment, who impartially ex- 
amines these texts, that the human mind 
in its wildest excursions should havp 
presumed that it had discovered in theni 
so horrid a doctrine as the eternal exist- 
ence in misery of by far the larger por- 
tion of the hurpan ri^ce. Had this been 
a doctrine of Revelation, it would have 
been, as it easily might have been, con- 
\'eyed in unequivocal language. I could 
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give jou quotations from the Koran of 
Mohamm^ — but they would make you 
shudder — in which it is expressed in the 
plainest language possible— in language 
which I cannot better characterize than 
by saying it seems borrowed from the 
regions which it describes *. 

The 



> See Sale's Koran, 1764, chap. ii. p. 9. '' They whg 
aball be unbelieyers and accuse our signs of false^oo^i 
shall be the companions of hell fire, therein shall they 
remain for ever.** P. 16. <' whoso doth evil and is en- 
pompassed by his iniquity, they shall be the companions 
€)f helf fire, they shall remain dierein for ever." P. 29* 
^< Surely tiiey who believe not, and die in their unbe* 
lief, upon them shall be the curse of God, and of thi^ 
9ngelS| and of all men ; they shall remain under it for 
^er; their punishment shall not be alleviated, neither 
shall tiiey be regarded/' 30. ^< they shall sigh grievously, 
iind shall not come forth from the fire of hell." 95, 
*' whoso disobeyeth Gpd» and his jostle, and transr 

gressetk his statutes, God shall cast him into hell firei 
he shall remain therein for ever, and he shall suffer k 
shamrful punishment." 105. *' the raging fire of hell it 
a sufficient punishment. Verily those who disbelieve 
our signs, we will surely cast to be broiled in hell fire; 
so often as their skins shall be well burned, we will give 
them other skins in exchan|^e that they may take the 
ijiarper tonnent." 

Vol. 
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The facility with which this doctrine 
has been received is the greatest reflec- 
tion on human nature. Although it is 
certainly the doctrine of the Inquisition, 
and has been strongly asserted by wri- 
ters of the Romish Church, yet I am in- 
clined 



Vol. II. ch. xiii* page 55» *' these shall have collars on 
their necks; and these shall be the inhabitants of hell 
fire ; therein shall they abide for ever." xiv. 65. " Hell 
lyeth unseen before him, and he shall have filthy water 
^en him to drink; he shall sup it up by little and 
little, and he shall not easily let it pass his throat, be- 
cause of its nauseousness ; death also shall come upon 
him from every quarter, yet he shall not die, and before 
him shall there stand a grievous torment." xvi. 79. 
*^ enter the gates of hell, therein to remain for ever, and 
miserable shall be the abode of the proud." xxii. 169. 
" they who believe not shall have garments of fire fitted 
onto- them: boiling water shall be poured on their heads; 
their bowels shall be dissolved thereby, and also their 
skins, and they shall be beaten with^maces of iron. So 
often as they shall endeavour to get out of hell, be- 
cause of the anguish of their torments, they shall be 
dragged back into the same, and their tormenters shall 
fay unto them, Taste ye the pain of burning." xxxv. 
€99. '* for the unbelievers is prepared the fire of hell : 
it shall not be decreed them to die a second time, nei*r 
ther shall any part of the punishment thereof be made 
lighter unto them. And liiey sbaji cry out aloud in 

hell, 
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dined to believe, that in all periods 
there have been many of that commu- 
nion who, in this point, have been Dis- 
senters from the general opinion. You 
were before informed that it is not to 
be found among the numerous Articles, 



kell, sayings Lord, take us hence and we will work rightei- 
ouaness. But it shall be answered them. Did we pot 
grant you lives of length sufficient, that whoever would 
be warned might be warned therein, 'and did not th^ 
preacher come unto you ? taste therefore the pains of 
heU. And the unjust shall have no protector." xxxvii. 
910. '* he shall look down and shall see him in the midst 
of hell, and he shall say unto him, Had it not been for the 
grace of my Lord, I had surely been one of those who 
have been delivered up to eternal torments." 311* "It 
is a tree which issueth fro>m the bottom of hell : the 
fruit thereof resembleth the heads of devils, and the 
damned shall eat of the same and shall fill their bellies 
therewith, and there shall be given them therein a mix- 
ture of filthy and boiling water to drink : afterwards 
shall they return into hell." xxxix. 333. " Enter ye the 
gates of hell to dwell therein for ever." xli. 246. " this 
shall be the reward of the enemies of God, namely hell 
•fire ; therein is prepared for them an everlasting reward." 
IxxiiL 479. " they shall not taste any refireshraent there- 
in, or any drink except boiling VF&ter and filthy corrup- 
tion. Taste therefore, we will not add unto you any 
Other thap torment/' 



though 
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though called thirty-nine^ of the Church 
of England. 1 am sorry that it is to be 
found among those of a sect of whose 
mildness and benevolence I was always 
disposed to form a favourable opinion, 
the Moravians •. Whether it were de- 
rived from Heathenism, Mohammed-^ 
ism, or Popery, I know not. It is tkot 
to be found, blessed be God, in the 
Christian Scriptures. 

I cannot conclude without giving a 
short Answer to this Question, What 
then say the Scriptures ? They inform 
us, that " the trumpet shall sound, and 



* See the 21 Doctrinal Articles of the Augsburg Con- 
fesftioQ, which is the Brethren's Confession of Faith, in an 
Account of the Doctrines, &c. of the Unitas Fratrum^ 
sect. 4. <' We teach that our Lord Jesus Christ will it 
the last day come to Judgment, and will raise up all the 
dead. To the Elect and to Believers he will give eternal 
Life and everlasting Joy. But wicked Men and Devils 
he will condem to Hell and eternal Punishment. There- 
fore we disi^prove of those who teach that Devils and 
damned Men shall not have eternal Fain and Anguish.'* 

the 
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tli« dead shall be raised'" — that " all 
that are in their graves shall hear tlie^ 
voice of the Son of God and come 
forth'"— that " we must all appear be- 
fore th^ judgment seat of Christ, that 
every one of us may receive the things 
done in the body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad// 
They expressly assure us, that " God 
will judge the secrets of all men by 
Jesus Christ/' " Then will the Judge 
say to them on his left hand. Depart/' 
•* And the door was shut.*" "These shall 
go into outer darkness, where there is? 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of 
teeth/' He shall say, " Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into the fire of that pe- 
riod/' This. Fire, to which so many, by 
fkr the greater part of mankkid,: at least 
of those who have yet fived on the earth, 
will be sentenced^ no doubt must mean 
mental angui^ That it is metaphorical> 
is. almost universally allowed. This aw- 
gtddk^ however, will produce its effects in 

changing 
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changing the habits. This ^gurativejlre 
—a purifying as well as a consuming fire 
—will purify the Soul and consume the 
Sin. It is prepared for the Principle of 
Evil and all his associates. It will ter- 
minate in the Death of the Sinner; death 
being probably the necessary conse-» 
quence of sin, a natural process previ-^. 
ous to so great a change, and the birth 
to Immortality. This is the second 
death. 

Then will " Death and Hades be cast 
into the lake of fire.*' All will live.: 
" The last Enemy that shall be destroy^ 
ed is Death.'* 

^* Then cometh the End '' — when all the 
purposes of the Kingdom of God, of 
Heaven or of Christ, being accomplish- 
ed — when Error, Vice, and Misery, be- 
ing destroyed or annihilated^ and Truth, 
Virtue, and Happiness, being trium- 
phant, Christ will present his redeemed^ 

and 
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and " deliver up the Kingdom to God 
even the Father," the Author of the 
whole — " that God may be all in all/' 
Glorious Consummation ! These are the 
views which the Gospel exhibits. It 
appeals to every rational principle of 
our nature. It appeals to our Hopes: 
it appeals also to our Fears. " Know- 
ing then the terrors of the Lord^^ — by 
these terrors, and not by imaginary, in- . 
operative terrors, " we persuade men." 
The Punishments which God inflicts 
proceed solely from his Goodness. 
In opposition to a refinement on 
Manicheism, which places at the Head 
of the Universe the evil Principle and 
not the good one, we will proclaim the 
joyful truth — may the vaulted Heaven 
re-echo it, and all created Nature swell; 
the Chorus, 

&0D i;s lovbI 
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DISCOURSE III, 
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1 John iv. 8* 



GOD IS LOVE* 



My Christian Friends and Bretbl^nt 
We this day present to the World an 
interesting, and I trust not an unedify* 
ing spectacle* In the prosecution of 
the subject^ on which I announced my 
intention of delivering to you a series of 
discoQtses, we are now come to a part* 
IQ the management of which, if we wer^ 
90t acquainted with each other's mo- 
tives, a peculiar delicacy of address would 
be necessary to preserve our mutual af*^ 
Ibstioot I am not ignorant|-*-**And I wish 

t not 



'i 
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not to conceal my knowledge of the fact, 
— that there are some among you, with 
whom,-upon=AlniQSt every other subject 
of Religion, I have the happiness to co- 
incide in opinion, who have adopted 
that particular " hypothesis Fcspecting 
future punishment, which, in obedience 
to the commatlds of duty»ll shall in this 
discourse endeavour to confute. If I 
know those ffiehds, the* general princi- 
ple by which both tl>ey and myself are 
actuated— //i6 Love of Truth— wiM dis-, 
pose them, whatever be the result^ to 
fcppmve my conduct ; to hear me whh 
ftivour 6nd candour; and to weigh tli« 
Arguments which I shaH lay before them 
(inhny of which I appreliend never oc* 
turred to them before) in the impartial: 
scale of Reasoil and Scriptupe. Imme* 
tfm/e Conviction (which indeed' is net 
the character of patient Examinatioiv) 
may perhaps be more than can reason- 
ably be expected ; but ii final Coiivie-^ 
tioh be not produced, I shal^ fear th^i 
V * causfit 
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cause has suffered, not from its otm 

m 

weakness, but from the iQCoin[>etQOcy 
of its advocate. At all events, I mus^ 
clear my conscience from the self-re* 
proftch of baviiag " abunoed to declare 
unto you" what appears to.m^^Q ^ 
^' the wIkqIo counsel of God/' AU other 
objects of fear, to a person whose day 
of life is drawing to its close, are under 
ecjrvijDg a serious regard; but us £.£9 i9j 
^rieodst is a solid foundatiofi for fe9iW 
(and that I may escape it, let nie vftr 
quest that your prayers may ascend to 
hemvieo with :Q3iiDe,) iest 6omie 4Hni9l^uM 
of iuiowQ duty should darken the eoofi^ 
cJudiiig scenes of life, and deprive th# 
mind, at that season, of this delightfui. 
consciousneesy ^' I have fought a goodl 
£ght, I have ilnished my course^ I hav# 
J^ept the faith ; henceforth thwe is laiii 
jup for me a crown of cighteousoew tk$$ 
. fadeth not a way /^ 



1^- 



j\greejgd>Iy to the plan laid down at 

p2 th« 



the commencement of this series of di&* 
courses, I shall now, in the second place, 
proceed. 

\ 

*^ .11. To consider the arguments for the 
doctrine of Annihilation^ and endeavour 
to prove that they are not sufficient for 
its support; and then show that thisdoC" 
trine, as well as that of the Eternity of 
Hell-torments, is inconsistent with the 
Perfections of God, and the declarations 
of Scripture. 



• J 



• On this side of the question I do not 
know that any discourse was ever deli- 
vered before ; and indeed very little has 
hitherto been written. Mr. Simpson, in 
his Essays on the Language of Scripture, 
has said most on the subject. The Joe- 
trine itself can by no means boast of a 
general reception. The principal writers 
in defence of it, are those which follow. 
Mr. Bourn of Norwich has a sermon 
on the subject in the first volume of his 

excellent 
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excellent Discourses; Mr. Wakefield 
has a long note on the same side ih 
his Translation of Matthew with Not^s; 
Mr. Kenrtck alludes to it in his Reflec-^ 
tions on the text in Matthew, but I be-^ 
lieve he afterwards entertained doubts 
on the subject : we have likewise a long 
note, in vindication of the doctrine, at 
the end of Goadby's Illustration of the 
Bible (perhaps the best Illustration of 
the Bible for the use of families),— this i* 
in recantation of the author's former 
opinion of the Eternity of Hell-torments» 
And a book expressly on this subject, 
containing much useful informationt^ 
was published in the year 1792, it is 
said, by a Mn Clark, who I apprehend 
is still living. This book by some is 
thought to be unanswerable. It has, { 
know» made converts (and it appiears to 
me to be admirably calculated to pro- 
diice this effect) to the doctrine of Unu 
venal Restitution. 

It 



4 
I 



It is a Remarkable circuibstatice that 
the doctrine of Artnihilatian^ or the Jinal 
destruction of the wicked^ has been de-^ 
fended^ and 1 believe adopted^ chiefly by 
Unitarians, by which term I alwaysinean 
(4nd am sorry any other meaning should 
6rer have been affixed to it) persons 
Ifho belie\*e in, and worship owe God^ 
"Without any reference to the pre-exist* 
ifftcie or simple humanity of Christ. I 
tttist rely, my friends, on your liberality 
to distinguish between my opinion of 
the Doctrine^ and the Persons who have 
i»pous«l it. I think the Doctrine one of 
this greatest cdrrvptions of Christianity i 
ftiid I trust that,a3 it has only lately courts 
^ public attention, so it will, in a course 
of years, exist onty in the historic page. 
Some of the Tersons who have adopted 
it> both atnong the living and the dead^ 
an* characters which I regard with the 
' highest veneration. 'J'he doctrine in 
question constituted an article of my 
own creed, after that period, wiien it is 

" thought 



tibouglit mea do not often change their 
opinions. Had not the almost unceasr 
ing remonstrances of the Friend whom) 
most I loved* (the pubhcation of whose 
Discourses on Universal Restitution 
would probably supersede the necessity 
of publishing mine) forced me to rccoqr 
sider the subject, and to contemplate it 
in all its bearings and connexions, it i^ 
not improbable that to th)s day I miglii; 
have been an advocate for that doctrine 
to which I uow avow the nwst deteiV 
mined hostility^ Ca3 I then be uncaa- 
did with respect to perwm? Did Ilovfc 
^y friend the less for his zeal to dispel 
the darkness from my mind ? Our next 
meeiingi which throiigh t;ie mercy of 
God, 1 trust, will be in the society of the 
just made perfecf^ will show that I diii 
not. Can I then fear a diminutiofi of 
.yoijr regard ? To have erredy is no disfc- 
graceto any finite being; it is a mlfvd 

» The Bev. Rochemont Barbi^uld. • -. 



perseverance in ertor, of which God only 
can judge, which is culpable in his 
sight. 

■ On asking Dn Priestley, the last time 
Be was in Bristol, why in his History of 
the Corruptions of Christianity he had 
omitted the doctrine of the Eternity of 
Hell-torments, which I said appeared 
tb me the greatest of all corruptions, he 
answered, that ^^ he had not made up 
iis mind on the subjectj'^ that is, 'whe^ 
her he should embrace Annihilation or 
Universal Restitution. It is well known 
from the history of his life that he afv 
terwards made up his mind, and that in 
favour of the doctrine of Universal Re- 
9titution. It is not an easy matter to 
account for these things* Disgusted 
with the doctrine of the Eternity of 
Hell- torments, many, I am inclined to 
think, on finding that Scripture does 
not require the belief of this, have dis- 
^i^ssed all&rtber consideratioQ of the 
: subject : 
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fi^ubject: As a traveller^ whose strength 
and spirits are exhausted by fatigue^^ 
^fter the dangers of a dark and stormy 
night reposes in the first friendly hut 
which offers him shelter; so it appeal^ 
that those who have been agitated by 
the thought that the greater part of theit 
fellow creatures will endure eternal mi^ 
sery^ can find a temporary rest in the 
contemplation of their being blotted out 
of existence. My friends, after you are 
recovered from your fatigue, I wish you 
to exert yourselves once more to reach 
the end of your journey, as a Celestial 
Guide will point out to you a place of 
better accommodations^ in a fairer clime 
and in a brighter region. • 

Without any farther interruption I 
proceed now to state the arguments in 
favour of the doctrine of Annihilation. 

\ 

The texts which are brought in sup- 
|iort of this opinion arajtumerousy but 

their 



t;heir meaning seems to be nearly the 
pame. It would far exceed the limits 
of this discourse to lay them all before 
you, with a particular answer to them* 
The labour would be great, but the difii- 
culty small. I shall recite some of them 
«s they are arranged by Mr* Clark un- 
der the heads Punishment^ Deaths Second 
J)eath^ Loss ofLife^ Destruction and Perr 
dition^ Helly Gehenna or the Valley af 
Jiinnom^ and a Furnace or Lake of Fire. 
Xhus Matt. 5CXV. 46f *V These shall go 
^way into everlasting punishment," (op- 
posed to the happiness of the Righte- 
ous,) " but the righteous into life etert- 
»al/' This punishment, it 'is asserted., 
will be executed by fire, as appears 
from the 41st verse, " Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fir^, prepared 
for the Devil and his angels/' 2 Thess. i. 9? 
" Who shall be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the presence of the 
JLiOrd^ and from the glory of his power, 
jpf from, his. gloripus ppwer/' Jijde 7. 

« Even 
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•* Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the cities about thetn, are set forth as 
an example, sufferjn^^ the vengeance of 
eternal fire;" and in Peter ** they are 
said to be turned into ashes/' 

Eternal life is attributed exclusively to 
the Righteou$i as in John iii. 36. " He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlast* 
ing life, and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him/' Ch. viii. 51, « If 
a man keep my sayings he shall never 
see death/' x. 10* " 1 am come that 
they tnight have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly/' Rom« i« 
32. " They who do such things are 
worthy of death/' vi. 23. " The wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eter* 
nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.** 
Observe by the way, it is not said £/er- 
nal death m opposition to Eternal life^ 
and I apprehend the literal translation 
is tbisf ^* the wages of sin is a deaths 

but 
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but the gift of God is a life which cdn-^ 
tiDueth, through Jesus Christ our Lord/' 
Matt X. 28. " God is able to destroy 
both . soul or life and body in Hell, or 
in the valley of Hinnom/' Heb. x. 39. 
" We are not of them who draw back 
unto perdition, but of them that believe 
to the saving of the soul, or life/' 
]lev«xx. 15. *^ Whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into 
a lake of fire.'' Rev. ii. Ih " H^ that 
overcometh shall not be hurt of the se* 
cond death." And again, Rev. xx. 6. 
** Blessed and holy is he that hath part 
in the first resurrection : on such the se** 
6and death hath no power/* 
« 

Great stress is laid on the opposition 
of the state of the Righteous and the 
Wicked, as John iii. 15. " Whoso be^ 
lievethonhim shdl not perish, but have 
everlasting life:" and in the fifth chapter 
and 29th verse, " unto the resurrection 
of life and a resurrection of condpmna r 

tion," 



77 

tion." And John x. 28. VI give unta 
them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish/' It is said our Lord expressly 
speaks of the future state of the wicked 
as a state of destruction, as in Matt. vii. 
13. " Broad is the gate that leadeth to 
destruction ;'' and he opposes this de* 
struction to /i/e, " Narrow is the way 
that leadeth to the life/' James iv. 12. 
"There is one lawgiver who is able both 
to save and to destroy/' Rom. ii* 12. 
" As many as have sinned without law, 
shall also perish without law.*' I could 
certainly .bring forward many more 
texts, which are supposed to assert or 
allude to this doctrine, but I apprehend 
those which have already been adduced 
convey the sense of all. 

* " "I 

Now the first inquiry is. What is meant 
by Death ? which, after the doctrine of 
the. Eternity of H^ll-torments has been 
abandoned^ is certainly the strongest 
jvord which is u?ed in Scripture to 
i, , express 



78 

express the future punishment of the 
wicked, and which, it is allowed, is often 
nsed for this purpose. Punishment, it 
has been shown, means correction or 
chastisement ; loss of life can mean no 
more than death ; destruction and per^^ 
dition are not stronger expressions (they 
often indeed answer to the /word ruin) ; 
and hell, or the valley of Hinnom, and 
a furnace or lake of fire, are allowed to 
signify means or instruments of death. 

It is worthy of observation, ^ that the 
doctrine of Annihilation di^es not exa*« 
mine into the meaning of the word 
Deaths upon which however it rests all 
its strength, but, by annexing a definitd 
idea to it without examination, takes tht 
whole for granted. Examination would 
probably have shown that this is the 
hwest possible idea of Death, an idea 
ivhich it is the business of Reason to 
correct, and of Revelation totally and 
entirely to disprove. A child, wbe* 

first 
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first it saw a mouldering body, no doubt 
would pronounce Death and Annihila* 
tion to be the same. If we had never 
seen the butterfly burst from its chrj^- 
saJis state, and with expanded wings 
cleave the air, we should have pro- 
nounced that state the Jinal state of the 
insect; and if it were capable of thought 
and reflection, it would no doubt form 
the same conclusion. My beloved 
friends in perusing the history of thri 
human mind, it has often appeared to 
me the most extraordinary fact, that so 
tremendous a superstructure should have 
been attempted to be erected on so 
t\^ak a foundation. While every par- 
ticle of matter^ whatever changes it may 
undergo, exists under some form or 
.other, it is a bold assumption that a 
Being formed in the image of God, and 
capable of endless improvement and 
endless enjoyment, agreeably to the 
|>resent laws of nature or the rules of 
the divine operation, can ever be blot- 
ted 
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ted Out of existence. But does Reve* 
lation throw no light upon this subject? 
Had our Saviour no particular design in 
view when he used the word " our friend 
Liazarus sleepeth^ but I go that I may 
awaken him out of his sleep V Does 
this familiar and colloquial manner of 
speaking prove nothing ? Why, in John 
xii. 24» does our Lord, without any appa- 
rent connexion,introduce this sentiment? 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you. Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die^ 
it abideth alone> but if it die it bringeth 
forth much fruit?^^ " This thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again?'' Did St. Paul 
mean to insinuate that Death and final 
Destruction are the same, when he says, 
" Thou fool ! that which thou sowest is 
not quickened except it die ?" Does not 
the image of fire convey the idea of |>ti- 
rifying and refining as well as consum^ 
ing? In the ninth chapter of Mark, 
where it is repeatedly said " where their 
worip dieth not, and tlie fire is not 

quenched,'' 
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quenched,*' is it not added, ^ for every 
one shall be salted with fire^ and every 
sacrifice shall be salted with salt V Is 
it not expres(sly said in Mattheur, that 
this fire ^ is prepared for the Devil and 
his angels?'' What is the Devil, and 
what are his angels? Is not the fi3rciier 
a personification of the principle of evil? 
Are not the latter a personification of 
the effects of evil, or its necessary at- 
tendants ? Is it not said in \h& Heveia* 
tidns, " that Death and the Grave are 
to be cast into this lake of fire ?*' Is not 
then the glorious truth * more than hinted 
at, that Sin and Death v^d all their an-* 
gels and associates are to be destroyed^ 
It is supposed, in reality, that DMth is 
not a Person, but a State. What then can 
be meant by the destruction of Deaths 
but the temainatioQ of the state of 
Death? Death and Hades will caase to 
be. If by far the greater part of mail- 
kind are to continue in this state for 
-ever, doth aot Death reign for ever? 

o and 
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and is it not triumphant instead of be- 
ing conquered by Christ ? Is this what 
the apostle means, when he says, that 
" the last enfemy that shall be destroyed 
is Death?'* Is this the foundation of 
that song of triumph, " O Death ! 
where is thy sting? O Grave ! where 
is thy victory? The sting of Death is 
Sin, and the strength of Sin is the Law. 
But thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ?" 

My friends, I could give you many 
more scriptural arguments against the 
gloomy doctrine of Annihilation. In- 
'deed the vvhole scheme of Divine Reve- 
lation is a confutation of it. It is pro- 
per to mention two doctrines, which if 
they had been sufficiently adverted to, 
one would suppose the idea could never 
have entered the human mind. And 
yet such is the inconsistency of the hu* 
man mind ; such is the force of precon- 
ceived 
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ceived opinion, they are recognised by 
the writers in favour of Eternal Deaths 
whose own concessions afford so com- 
plete an answer to their own arguments^ 
that tlie recollection and application of 
them would seem to be all that was ne- 
cessary to their own conviction. Strange 
it is, that an attachpient to system should 
have such an effect on the memory! 
Reiterated then must be the infonnation 
that the persons, of whose state we are 
now speaking;, constitute by far the 
greater part of the human race. This 
truth, which although it is reconcileable 
to injinite benevolence, yet to a heart 
which is susceptible of the finest luunan 
affections is, after all, a most painful ^ 
consideration, cannot be evaded. The 
voice of Infallibility hath spoken it; the 
elevated standard of Christian morality, 
compared with the general moral state 
ofoiankind, confirms it; every analogy 
of 'nature points out to it. " Enter ye 
in at the strait gate ; for wide is the gate 

o 2 and 



84 

ibd broftd i% the way that leadeth to de* 
struction, and mantf there be that go in 
thereat : Because strait is the gate and 
Mrrow is the way which leadeth unto 
Life, and few there be that find it/' 

' The neitt doctrine 'which must not be 
forgotten (I confess I found myself in- 
clined to give it up when I saw clearly 
that the doctrine of Annihilation could 
not be maintained in coasistency with 
it) is J he resurrection of the wicked. If 
the Scriptures had positively asserted 
that the wicked would not rise, and 
that their death would be thej^wa/ ex- 
tinction of their being, the mind must 
h&ve acquiesced in what, reasoning from 
the infitiite benevolence of God, the best 
foundation of reasoning, it would still 
have acknowledged a difficulty; if the 
Scriptures had said nothing on the sub- 
ject, their resurrection and restoration 
to Virtue and Happiness might, I think, 
have been inferred frotn the same sure 
- - and 
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and certain principles. They do aot, 
however, leave any room for doubt op 
the subject It is expressly said, " All 
that are in their graves shall hear tb^ 
voice of the Son of God and come 
forth; they that have done good tp the 
resurrection of life, they that have don^ 
evil to the resurrection of condem- 
nation/' Every account which is given 
in Scripture of the day of judgment 
confirms this. 

The doctrine of Annihilation then 
supposes that by far the greater part of 
mankind were created by a benevolen.t 
and holy Being, whose prescience fore- 
saw how they would act, to be vicioup 
anid die; to be rai^d from the deadf 
re-organi^d or re-created, to be ^iVe- 
rable; and then to undergo a pubUc 
execution, by which they wovld b© fqr 
ever blotted out of his creation. Same 
of the wisest and best 9ien th&t th^ 
world ever produced hftv« adopted tWe 

scheme 
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scheme of the origin, progress, and end 
of the Divine Dispensations. 1 know 
we are apt to overlook the fate of this 
immense multitude; and a most baneful 
effect upon the human mind, upon all 
the institutions of society, and particu- 
larly upon penal jurisprudence, has this 
overlooking of what others, even the ma- 
jority, suffer. My brethren, if the fact 
be so, fix your minds upon it. You 
have often regarded with admiration 
-that curious effect of the Divine power 
the human body; the delicate structure 
of the eye and the ear, the nerves and 
brain, the veins and arteries, and the 
various organs of sensation, respiration, 
and motion ; you have contemplated 
with devout wonder the faculties of the 
human mind ; you have acknowledged 
with grateful satisfaction that God is 
Love ; that every organ, that every power 
both of body and mind, is an inlet to 
enjoyment; and that man was formed 
in the image of God, that he might be 

the 
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the object of his favour for ever. Courr 
template the scene which is now to take 
place. What a process is going on 
through nature! Mjrriads of these be- 
ings are to be raised from the dead, that 
is, re-organized, re-formed, or re-created, 
{a work to which Omnipotence alone is 
equal, for the Laws of nature are no- 
thing but the mode of operation of the 
God of nature,) to be miserable in a 
greater or less degree according to their 
degrees of guilt, and at length to be 
finally destroyed by fire. The n^ind can- 
not dwell on this idea. 

i 

The ends of punishment can be but 
three: to gratify a vindictive disposition, 
to deter others, or to reform the offender, 
I know no one would assert the first; I 
wish no one would give such represen- 
tations as imply it. This punishment 
cannot be supposed to be at all neces- 
sary to confirm the Righteous in their 
virtuous habits, when it was never yet 

supposed 
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sof^jxised Chat the Axeeutioit of a tnuiv 
(t^rev vTdd necessary to orperate aft an 
eatampl^ updo 4 H<)W|trd. \ittxi be of 
n6 ftefvifie to th« offenddr, beciiuce he U 
t6 b(6 bldtted 6ut of existeiH^, 

It is the g6«0tttl ch6rtift of the Scrip, 
turfts, y^ His mercy endureth for ever." 
Upon thl» scheme Mercy y towards by far 
the greaten part of mankind, cannot exist 
in the smallest degree. When a criminal 
is executed^ it is never pretended that 
Mercy is exercised towards him. Hu^ 
Uian Judges, however, leave Hope ia 
the bitter cup, (although in the present 
case *^ Hope which comes to air' is ab-^ 
wnt,) by concluding the painful seU'- 
tence with " the Lord have mercy po 
your soul ! '' 

One consideration more, and I have 
done. There is another Person concern- 
ed io this ttahsaction whom we have not 
yet taket) nOtlC^ oft P(tifif\$l to ft Judge 

AS 
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as the sentence of death always is, sug- 
gests the idefa, What was the character 
of Jems vfhen upon earth? -With what 
feelings of compassion did he look round 
on the multitude, when he saw them as 
sheep not having a shepherd! What a 
tear of tenderness did he shed over the 
grave of Lazarus, whom he was just go- 
ing to raise from the dead ! How pathe- 
tic his lamentation when he looked for- 
ward to the approaching fate of Jerusa-. 
lem ! What must be his feelings if he is 
to descend from heaven with the voice 
of the archangel and the trump of God/' 
to call before Him to sentence only to 
misery and death those very persons ' 
whom he died to saw? It was the exult- 
ing language of the Apostle, ** as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive/' What ! made alive in or- 
der to be made miserable, and then de- 
stroyed for ever? Better, far better, 
would it have been for most of them 
to have remained uader their first sen- 
tence. 
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tence. Was it for this that Jesns lived, 
taught, suffered, and died? Was /Aw 
the joy set before him, for which he en- 
sured the cross, (Jespising the slianie ? 
Was it to be his reward that he should 
preside at this awful assembly, be the 
Judge at this bloody assize? Far differ- 
ent, n}y friends, as I shall hereafter show 
you, was the object of his mission. 
Could his Benevolence bear such a 
scene? Could his Lips pass such a sen- 
tence ? With respect to his followers, 
would not the remembrance of such a 
general execution for centuries " unpa- 



radise the realms of light? 



f> 



My brethren, I cannot but lament 
that such a doctrine should have been 
espoused, as 1 believe it has been almost 
exclusively, by Unitarians. It has no 
connexion with their system, and the 
authors of the New V^ersion, Mr. Simp- 
son, Mr. Vidler, Mr. Wright, and many 
others, have written in favour of Uni- 
versal 
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versa! Restitution. I shall have dis- 
charged my conscience, after I have 
observed, that the doctrines of original 
sin, the Trinity, vicarious satisfaction, 
and even Election and Reprobation, 
with the doctrine of Universal Restitun 
tion^ appear to me to be more rational 
and scriptural, more honourable to Ciod 
and more acceptable to man, than the 
doctrine of the Unity of God with that 
of Eternal Death. But all will soon be 
right. This monstrous tenet cannot con- 
tinue long in the society of the purest 
principles of Religion. One ray from 
that Sun of Divine Revelation, God is 
Love, will chase away the phantom 
Annihilation for ever. 
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1 John iv. 8. 



GOD IS LOVE. 



My beloved Friends i When I look 
around me, I feel an interest which 
cannot be felt by all. A residence of 
more than forty years among you ; the 
relation in which I stand to some; and 
the relation, which I find it difficult to 
distinguish from parental^ in which I 
stand to a considerable number of this 
congregation, will, I hope, justify a free- 
dom of address and an earnestness of 
manner, which, in some cases, would be 
considered as bordering upon egotism, 

and 
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and as inconsistent with refinement. If, 
however, a person wishes to do good, he 
must be permitted to do it in his own 
way, or Kis exertions will be feeble and 
inefficient. Had the Sovereign Arbiter 
of life and death called me hence since 
last I addressed you from the words just 
recited, it would have been a source of 
unspeakable satisfaction to me in pro- 
spect of the event, that, by a reference 
to the Scriptures only, I had removed 
the foundation of the two most gloomy 
doctrines that eVer took possession of 
the human mind; and, having cleared 
away this rubbish, that I had assisted 
you in laying anothei- foundation, on 
which you yourselves, without any dif- 
ficulty, would have been ablfe to raise 
the; superstructure of the glorious doc- 
trine of Universal Restitution. 

When I consider that the latter of the 
two doctrines just alluded to, (which it 
is most necessary to consider, as I ima* 
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gine none of this society are in clanger 
of adopting the former,) namely, the re- 
surrection of the wicked to misery and 
final destruction, was the doctrine which 
I held myself during the greater part of 
my ministry among you, I feel such an 
appeal to candour as cannot be resisted. 
With regard to Persons^ it is impossible 
to express a higher degree of candour, 
I can say with truth a higher degree of 
Jiespecty than 1 actually feel for many 
who have been the patrons of this doc- 
trine which I now view with so much 
abhorrence. But my regard to Persons 
must not lead me (you do not Wish it 
should) to an inditference with respect 
to Prmciples. It is surely no sufficient 
reason for an indulgence to any mental 
or bodily complaint, that it has attacked 
those whom we love, or that we have 
laboured under it ourselves. 

After having repeatedly read ,the prin- 
cipul writers in favour of Annihilation, 

it 
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it appears to me that every- argument 
which they have brought agmnsi the 
Eternity of Hell-torments, in Armdf thou^ 
certainly not in degree, applies against 
their own doctrine: and every argument 
which, from the Justice and Goodness 
of God and the Ends of punishment, 
they have brought /or the final destruc- 
tion of the wijcked, ought to be carried 
farther^ namely, to the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Restitution. It is the comparing 
of (me of these schemes of punishment 
with the other, and not taking tlie third 
properly into consideration, which hat 
led to this striking inconsistency. 

There is inothelr error, of a similar 
nature, into which the advocates for An- 
nihilation have fallen. In their haste 
to get rid of the doctrine of the Eternity 
of Hell-torments, they have adopted a 
mode of reasoning which, when em- 
ployed against themselves by the ad- 
vocates for fashionable systems of reli- 
gion. 
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gion, they justly reprobate, as a denial 
of principles. 

y 

It is well knowo that, in the science 
of Mathematics, a common mode qf 
proving the truth of ^ proposition is tp 
show the absurdity of the contrary pro- 
position. And in the interpretation of 
:Scriptui:e, it is aji allowed Canon or 
Rule^ that obscure and doubtful texts are 
to be explained by those which are clear 
-and certain. An adherence to these 
J simple principles would have prevented 
much of the obscurity which has taken 
place on subjects of Religion. But if 
Jtbere be any innade tares in the human 
mind, they seem to be those which af- 
fect the Perfections of the Deity, and 
the Homage which is due to Him from 
iiis Creatures. 

I could mention striking instances of 
this kind, in which Unitarians see the fal- 
lacy of the reasoning of their oppolieots, 

H and 
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and reason unanswerably themselves. 
But on the present occasion I forbear. 
I ask no more than an equal consistenc}' 
with the text God is Lone* But here we 
do not find, in the advocates for the doc- 
trine of Annihilation, that adherence to 
acknowledged principles which they 
themselves recommend in other cases. 
The very weapons which they forced 
their adversaries to throw away as point- 
less they take up themselves, and they 
argue exactly in the same manner re- 
specting the incomprehensibility of God 
and human weakness, as the others do 
about mysteriies and the weakness of 
carnal reason. They acknowledge the 
great and comprehensive principle, but 
they afterwards introduce doctrines 
which are directly at variance with it, 
so that either one or the other must be 
rejected. And surely it is of as great 
importance to form right notions of the 
character and gaverninent oi Go{\ as of 
. the Unity of God. 

It 
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It is proper to give you a few quota-? 
tions from the writers in favour of An- 
nihilation to prove what I have ju§t as- 
serted, that every argument which the 
supporters of this gloomy scheme have 
brought against the Eternity of Hell- 
torments, in kind though certainly not in 
degree applies against their own doctrine. 

Mr. Bourn says, " If it be thought 
unworthy of an earthly magistriate to 
judge with passion and punish with re- 
sentment, how much more should it be 
thought incompatible with the all-per- 
fect Governor of the Universe '/' " It 
is evident,'* he says, " that being cast 
into the lake of fire means the same with 
the second death; and that it cannot 
possibly mean living in torment ; for 
Death, and Hades which should have 
been translated the Grave^ cannot be 
tormented^ l)ut they may cease to he, 
which is unquestionably the true mean- 
ing/' With respect to the rich man anfl 

H 2 Lazarus, 
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LazarUs, he says, "the conclusion* we 
ought to draw from this repi^&entation 
is, not that this torment shall tiever end, 
but that the sentence of Eternal Death 
shall be executed with more or less mi- 
sery and tonnent preceding or attend- 
ing the final j>eriod, in proportion to the 
greater or less guilt of the criminal : in 
like manner as in this world condemned 
criminals are put to death with diffe-rent 
. degrees of preceding pain and horror, 
proportionate to the several crimes for 
which they were condemned*"' " If,'' 
says he, " all wicked men shall suffer 
torment without end^' (uiay not exactly 
the same be said of eternal Death ?) 
" how can any of them be said to suffer 
but a few stripes ? Could our Saviour 
style infinite siifferijigs by tlie soft name 
of a few stripes?'' (T ask. Could our 
Saviour style Ete^yial Deaths as the end 
of a life of suffering, by the soft name 
of a few stripes ?) He proceeds, " It 
is probable Christ here alludes to the 

usual 
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usual methods among the Jews of exe- 
cuting malefactors ; who were first 
scourged with rods, and then put to 
death ; and thp scourging ,was more or 
less severe and terrible, according to 
the degree of the crime : and therefore 
our Lord here points out the different 
degrees of punishment which shall pre-? 
cede or attend the execution of Eternal 
Death." 

I cannot help here asking. Of what 
Spectacles then are the Righteous and 
the Happy (happy ? must not Jlappi- 
ness be banished the Universe of God?) 
to be Witnesses ? Can Imagination pos- 
sibly conceive of such a scene of Suffer- 
ing? He concludes with this observation, 
" Nothing can be more just than that 
the measure of punishment assigned to 
every criminal should be in proportion 
to the measure of guilt which he has 
contracted." 

1 leave 
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t leave this without any farther coni- 
inent. 

Mr. Wakefield says, " It appears con- 
sonant to the plain, unperverted dic- 
tates of Reason, and to what we know 
of the Nature of God, (who has declared 
his ways to be equal,) to suppose that a 
few years of guilt cannot equitably incur 
an Eternity of severe punishment/' 
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May it not be added, or of a resur- 
rection to temporary pain and eternal 
Death? 

He proceeds, " It is very evident in 
my opinion, from the whole tenour of 
the Sacred Writings, that if Christ had 
not lived and died, all tiis brethren of 
mankind would have been annihilated, 
would have returned to that dust whence 
they were taken, without any prospect 
of recovery, for, as in Adam all die^ so in 
Christ will all be made alive.'' 

Permit 
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Permit me then to ask. Did Christ 
live and die for only di few? Is it said 
all? fl// will be made alive? Certainly 
not that most may be rendered misera- 
ble, and only terminate their pain by 
being blotted out of existence; for then 
to them Christ would be the greatest 
enemy, and they would have reason to 
lament it as their greatest misfortune 
that they had not remained under their 
first sentence/' 

He adds, " Upon the hypothesis of 
eternal punishment, the benevolent Sa- 
viour of the world will be the occasion 
of unspeakable and eternal misery to 
the majority of the Sons of Men/' 

I^ not the argument exactly the same 
in kindy less only in degret, upon the 
hypothesis of misery and eternal death? 
and may we not, with the same propri- 
ety in the one case as in the other, pur- 
sue his question ? 

. "Caa 
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" Can he possiby become a curse to 
the heirs of mortality, and not a bless* 
ing ? Eternal Life/' he adds, " is expli- 
citly affirmed to be the gift of God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ; but 
Death eternal is no where said to be 
the wages of sin/' 

So much for the arguments of the ad- 
vocates for Annihilation against the doc* 
trine of the Eternity of Hell-torments ; 
which are certainly conclusive, and, 
St^hat is somewhat singular, conclusive, 
not only against their opponents, but 
against themselves. 

From a few more quotations, it will 
be equally evident that every argument 
\*hich these writers have brought from 
the Justice and Goodness of God and 
the Ends of Punishment for the final 
destruction of the wicked, ought to be 
carried farther, namely, to the doctrine 
of Universal Restitution. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bourn says, " God will puhisfar 
impenitent sinners in a terrible and ex- 
emplary manner, but no more than their 
iniquities deserve, or than the End of 
Government and the Purposes of Wisdom 
and Goodness require.'' 

Mr. Wakefield says, " God does not 
afflict the children of men willingly ; his 
chastisements originate from motives of 
the purest affection, and are inflicted for 
the particular Benefit of the Individual,'^ 
(observe he is pleading for eternal 
Death) " and the amendment and ad- 
monition of mankind in general ; as the 
sacred writers constantly declare/^ He 
goes on, "The object of Punishment, 
says Clemens of Alexandria, is the Sal- 
vation of the Sufferer; and to the same 
purpose Socrates says, All proper chas- 
tisement should be inflicted, either for 
the amendment and benefit of the per- 
son chastised, or to make Him an Ex- 
ample to others ; that they may be 

made 
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iAade better from the apprehension of 
suffering like him ; but where is the 
manifestation of divine Love and the 
design of Reformation, when the tor- 
ments are uqreraitting and irreversible ? 
' Punishments do not respect the past^ but 
they look forward to what is future" 
And this he shows, by a quotation from 
Aristotle, is the meaning of the very 
word * which is translated Punishment in 
the sentence, " these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment/' 

So much Mr. Wakefield, when he is 
writing in favour of eternal Destruction, 
and that by Fire, after long continued 
Pain and Suffering. 

Many sentiments of a similar nature 
may bo found in the work of Mr. Clark 
on Annihilation, which are expressed 
with great clearness and accuracy, but 

which 
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which contain the strongest arguments 
possible against the doctrine wliich he 
labours to establish, and for the doctrine 
of the final Restoration of all men. At 
the conclusion of his work, he says, (and 
beyond this surely Inconsistency can- 
tiot go,) " Sufferings which, on account 
of the length of their duration, may be 
figuratively called everlasting sufferings^'' 
(observe, this is no Scripture Expres- 
sion, nor is it the language of the Uni- 
versalists,) " do not appear to me to ac- 
cord with our ideas of the Benevolence 
of God, nor with the Effect which we 
are told they are intended to produce/' 

Not to say, that by that Being, whose 
Nature is Love, not one pang will be 
inflicted on the most hardened sinner 
more than infinite Benevolence requires, 
I would ask, what we should think of 
thp conduct of a Medical Practitioner 
who, rather than apply Medicine or per- 
form an Operation, should, from a prin- 
ciple 
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ciple of pure benevolence, put all his 
Patients to death? This same Mr. Clark, 
only a few pages before, says, " Vindic-- 
tive punishments are the offspring of 
Weakness and Folly, and those which 
are corrective, where correction is indis- 
putably necessary, are the fruit of 
Goodness and Love/' 

It is pafnful to read or relate such in- 
consistencies ; but it is a truly mortify- 
ing circumstance to me, and a loud call 
to Candour and Humility, that these 
are the inconsistencies of Unitarians. 

From this scene of intellectual confu- 
sion and darkness, I cannot but think 
that a longer life, and one exertion 
more, would have enabled the bewil- 
dered and forlorn travellers to extricate 
themselves, and to embrace, with all 
their hearts, the only doctrine which is 
consistent with their own principles, 
that of Universal Restitution. And if 

the 
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the writer last mentioned be still living, 
as 1 have lately been informed is the 
case, I doubt not of the effect which 
will: be produced on his mind, by a re- 
consideration of the subject. This ef- 
fect however I trust, if their writing* 
only are consulted, will be produced era 
the minds of others, and that their Doc-^ 
trine will shortly experience tJiat Fate^ 
to which they, in opposition to every 
principle which they have advanced, 
and I am convinced in opposition to 
their own wi&hes and feelings, consign 
the majority of Mankind. 

As there are only three schemes re- 
specting future Punishment; if the jfir sit 
and the second be found untenable, it 
follows that the third is established of 
course. 

If, therefore, I were not to add a sin- 
gle consideration more, I should feel a 
full confidence in the proof already ad^ 

daced 
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duced in favour of the doctrine of UniT 
versal Restitution. I shall, however, 

III. In the third place. Endeavour 
positively to show, from the Perfections 
of God and the declarations of Scrips? 
ture, that the End of Punishment in 
the Divine Government is to reform^ 
from which final Virtue and final Hap-^ 
piness will be the glorious result, 

• 

Much of our labour under this head 
has been superseded by the concessions 
of our adversaries; whose error lies, not 
in their principles^ but in the misapplica^ 
fion of their principles. The principles, 
which we all allow, are abundantly suf- 
ficient for a moral demonstration of the 
doctrine of Universal Restitution. 

Amidst the darkness in which we ^are 
involved, during this first scene of ra- 
tional existence, particularly concerning 
the origin gnd end of Evil both natural 

and 
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and moral, God has given us " a lamp 
unto our feet and alight unto our path/' ' 
If we will not make use of this lights 
but from some confused notions of 
Mystery and Incomprehensibility^ and of 
the Weakness of human Reason, will shut 
our eyes against it, the fault lies with 
ourselves, and we must unavoidably 
sustain the consequences. In this case 
the consequence certainly will be that 
we shall not see for ourselves, but must 
follow where others lead us. This state 
of voluntary blindness is I fear, at this 
time, the state of a great part of the 
Christian world, and I know no other 
cure for the complaint than the use of 
our own mental eye, or a compliance 
with the Apostolical Injunction, '* In 
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understanding be Men. 



The most gloinom of all truths, that 
which our text conveys ; that intellec- 
tual Sun whose light never sets, but is 
extended through a Universe, and will 

shine 
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fihine through an Eternity, could not be 
known by the light of Nature : it is the 
great doctrine of Revelation, it is the 
spring of every spiritual blessing, and 
it is expressed in the fewest, tlie ea- 
siest, and the most unequivocal terms 
possible. 

Of the Essence or Substance of all 
beings in the Universe, we know no- 
thing. They are the primary and essen^ 
tial qualities which we consider as the 
essence. Now the primary^ the essential 
quality of God is Love. Love^ or Bene^ 
volence^ then, ought not to be considered 
as unconnected with his other attributes, 
but as the Subject to which they all be- 
long. That 4s, God is omnipotent, all- 
wise, omnipresent, infinite, eternal, im- 
partial, and unchangeable Love. All 
iiis moral perfections, of Justice, Truth, 
Faithfulness, and Mercy, are only Mo- 
difications of the same infinite Bene- 
volence. Justice, it ought never to .be 

forgotten, 



115- 

iorgotteii, is Goodness eitrched in iht 
capacity of a Judge j or Goodness regu- 
lated by Wisdom in distributing rewards 
and puni3lim^nts, so as to bring about 
the greatest sum of moral Perfection 
and Happiness : and Mercy y let it never 
be forgotten, is this same quality of Good^^ 
fiess exercised towards the guilty. No\ir 
the infliction of Pain, Suffering, an^J 
finally Death, without any view to the 
benefit of the Sufferer, we should find it 
difficult to reconcile with Justice; with 
every degree of Mercy it is absolutely in-- 
compatible^ as Mercy 3urely is not di- 
splayed to those who suffer for ever, or 
to those who are destroyed for eyer; 
and yet we are told that " God is good 
to ally and his tender fnercies are over all 
his works/' Mercy is represented as his 
darling attribute^ and perhaps no asser- 
tion occurs so frequently in Scripture^ 
(and it must surely be intended to con- 
vey some meaning) as, '' bis Mercy en- 

dureth for ever/' 

I The- 
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The Scriptures address us as rea$on^ 
able beings. They presume that we can 
apply a principle"^ or draw an inference. 
But if we will not reason from so clear 
a proposition as " God is Love/' I say 
tio more than that we must lose the 
pleasure and advantage of that conse- 
quence which immediately follows from 
it, that, as he is all-powerful, and like- 
wise infinitely wise, all his Creatures will 
Jinally be made happy. 

' Again, a Resurrection to Punishment 
is allowed by all. Now it certainly ar- 
gues a greater degree of benevolence in 
the Governor of the World, after the 
punishment of his Creatures, to restore 
them to his favour, than either to pre- 
serve them for ever in misery, or to blot 
them out of existence* 

Permit nie to suggest another argu- 
ment which appears to me conclusive. If 
there be any of you who have not yet been 

able 



ible to digest your minds of all doubts 
tipon,toyou thisaWful,to me this glori- 
ous, subject,! know you will say you wiih 
the doctrine of Universal Restitution to 
be true. Tf^z/ do you wish it ? Certainly 
not from weakness, or from any partial 
affection, but from the purest, the sub* 
limest Benevolence. Are you more 6i- 
nevolent than your heavenly Father f 

Once more; It is allowed by writtr* 
oil Jurisprudence, that the Ends of Pu- 
nishment can be but three, to gratify a 
vindictive spirit^ to deter others from thi 
commissidn of crimes^ and to reform the 
offender; 

In human Governments, the first of 
these often takes plaice from the jea- 
lousy or suspicion of Governors respect- 
ing the continued possession of their 
power. Hence the crimes of Treason 
and Rebellion are punished with the 
greatest severity. Now crimes of this 

I 2 kind, 
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'kind (although they hare afforded mat- 
ter of Poetic Fiction both among Hea- 
thens and Christians, and perhaps to the 
ignorant, subjects of Belief) can not 
exist under tlie Government of Omni- 
potence. And the passions of Anger^ 
MalicCj and Revenge, can have no place 
in the character of the God of Love. 

I am not disposed to enter into con- 
troversy with those who assort that one 
end of punishment in the Divine Go- 
vernment is to deter others from the 
commission of crimes, because this pro- 
ceeds on the supposition of Universal 
Restitution. To deter, means, by awak- 
ening the passion of Fear, to prevent 
those from the commission of crimes, 
who would not be prevented by any 
higher principle. Now the wicked can- 
not be punished to deter the Righteous, 
and those of higher moral" 'Excellence 
tjjan to be influenced by so low a pas- 
sion ; nor those who are to suffer misery 

to 
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to all Eternity ; nor those who are to' be 

» 

blotted out of existence. And in all 
cases, it would appear tp be more con- 
sonant to Wisdom, Justice, and Good-- 
ness, that the wicked should be punishr 
ed for tluir own crimes^ and so punished 
as to be reformed^ than to be cured (if 
a cure can be effected) by the punish- 
ment of others^ who perhaps may not 
have more Wickedness than themselves, 
but happen to have less Fear. In Au- 
tnan Governments, this object to deter^ 
is too much made the End of Punishment. 
A truly philanthropic society, in whose 
vicwB I cordially unite, and by whom, I 
trust, my views of the Divine Admini- 
stration will be adopted, as affording a 
pattern for human institutions, will, I 
hope, see the effect of their benevoleQt 
exertions in the general receptioa of 
more liberal ideas on this subject, and 
finally in an alteration ia our Code of 
Criminal Jurisprudence. Tp aim at the 
prevention of crimes^ and the cure of 

criminal 
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jeriminal passions, would be a mucl^ 
inore humane and prudent conduct 
fiian to inflict misery on one for the 
good of another. To wound, beyond 
the hope of cure, that Sense of Shame 
which is so powerful a spring of humai) 
conduct, by the publicity of punish-: 
xnent, by ignominy which cannot be 
borne and which cannot be obliterated, 
is to ruin and destroy y instead of to re^ 
form. It is equally cruel and unjust; 
it is to effect the total ruin of one for 
the prospect of preventing that of an- 
other, whose character may not ba 
higher in the scale of moral ei^cellence 
than that of the unfortunate criminal. 
The term which I have made use of tq 
express my view of the end of punish- 
ment, to reform^ does not however inter- 
fere with the idea that a ginner may be 
amended, not only by the punishment 
H^hich is inflicted upon himself ^ but 
ftlso by that which is inflicted upoi) 
mother. 

As 
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As vindictive passions- then cannot es> 
ist in God, the End of Punishment in 
Aw Government must be to reform. This, 
which probably in a perfect Govern- 
ment is the only end of punishment, is 
by all allowed to be the best and princi* 
pal end. Now reflect, my brethren, for 
one moment On supposition of the 
doctrine of the Eternity of Hell-tor^* 
ments ; or of the equally unsupported 
but less cruel doctrine of Annihilation, 
(which, if Materialism had not intro- 
duced it, it is difficult to conceive how- 
it could have gained admission into the 
human mind,) this end, to reform^'^dX'^ 
lowed by all to be the noblest end of 
punishment — does not exist at all; it is 
no part of the Divine Government. For 
surely we can never assert that Refor^' 
mation is effected in the c^se pf thosQ 
who are to suffer misery to all Jiternity, 
or of those Avho are to suffer misery for 
a period, and theq tqbe^ i^^lott^d out 
of existence. 

Allow 



AHdif 1li6 16 detain you a ^ew minutes 
Idtager. The declarations of Scripture 
leSve us no room to doubt on the sub^ 
jtftct. In the figurative language of 
Scripture, we have an account of two 
tpntending Powers; one is called the 
Kingdom of Satan^ of this JVorld, and of 
the Power of Darkness. The other is 
Atjled the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom 
6f Christ, and the Kingdom of Hpaven^ 
which W&S prophesied of by Daniel, as 
f^ Kingdom which God would set up, 
and which T^ould finally subdue the 
other to its dominion. Of the former 
kingdom, a Personage sometimes called 
Satan, sometimes the God of this Worlds 
sometimes the Prince of the Power of the 
Air, (doubtless the evil Principle per^ 
ionified,) is considered as the Head, 
Of the latter Jesus Christ is considered, 
under God, as the appointed Sovereign, 
Jffe undertakes to oppose the evil Power, 
ftfid to rescue its vassals from oppres-* 
sion and slavery. He is appointed to 

H 
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be the Head of a new Creation^ a Cre* 
ation to Immortality. The End of hia 
Kingdom is to promote Truths Righte^ 
ousnessj and immortal Happiness. Its 
Laws refer to the Mind, the Heart , and 
the Conscience. Its Sanctions of Re^ 
wards and Punishments are reserved ta 
a future State. And this Kingdom is to 
continue under Christ, until he has sub- 
dued all Enemies under his feet. The 
last enemies that are to be destroyed are 
Sin and D^ath. But is it to continue/or 
^^er? I answer, The Mediatorial King- 
dom of Christ will have an end; it will 
have an end, when all its purposes are. 
fully answered — that is, when Truths 
Righteousness, and Happiness, are wni- 
versal. Then cometh the end. 

We read, at this period, of a destruc* 
Hon which is to be effected hy fire, and 
likewise of being salted hy fire. So that 
something is to be destroyed, and some- 
|,hing is to be purified. This firt is al* 

lowed 
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lowed to be figurative. The subjects 
then which are to be destroyed by it, 
are no doubt figurative Beings; they 
are States and Things; while the sub- 
jects of Purification are sentient Beings. 
Let this distinction be constantly kept 
in view. It clears the mind at once. 
The subjects of Destruction are the 
Devil and his Angels. This is ex- 
plained and confirmed by the passage, 
Death and Hades are to be cast into 
the lake of fire. That is, Sin^ and the 
Angels^ Messengers and Attendants on 
Sin, Sorrow and Sufferings Death and the 
Grave^ — are to exist no more. I'his, 
this is the glorious Consummation; when 
all the purposes of this Kingdom being 
completed— rwhen Truths Righteousness^ 
and HappinesSj being triumphant and 
universal, " Christ will deliver the King- 
dom to God even the Father, that God 
jnay be all in all.'' " Then,r — then will 
be brought to pass the saying that is 
written. Death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory. 
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tory. O Death ! where is thy Sting ! 
O Grave ! where is thy Victory ? The 
Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength 
of Sin is the Law. But thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the Victory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord/' 



AP. 
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DISCOUUSE IV. 



Since these Discourses were written, 
I have met with two more publications 
in favour of Annihilation, by persons 
who reject the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Mr. Whiston, indeed, can hardly be 
considered as an advocate for the doc- 
trine, as he grounds his belief only on 
the literal meaning of the words, and 
expresses himself with great diffidence 
on the subject, and sometimes seems to 
indulge a hope of final restoration. His 
book has for its title, " The Eternity 
of Hell-torments considered; or, A Col- 
lection of Texts of Scripture, and Testi- 

mopies 
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monies of the three first Centuries re- 



lating to then)/' 

In this work he confirms, in the most 
satisfactory manner, every thing which 
was offered in a preceding discourse in 
explanation of the meaning of the ori- 
ginal words, which are rendered eternal^ 
everlastings and for even To the same 
purpose he gives us many quotations 
from writings, certainly of great anti- 
quity; and which he himself (who, al- 
though a man of great learning and 
sterling integrity, yet had adopted many 
singular opinions) included in the Canon 
of Scripture. To the Old Testament he 
adds the Apocrypha, and to the Ne.w 
the two Epistles of Clement of Rome ; 
the Apostolical Constitutions, the Re- 
cognitions, the Shepherd of Hernias, 
and the Epistles ascribed to Ignatius. 
All these, he shows, abound with pas- 
sages in which the terms in question are 

used to express a limited duration. 

He 



he 

tit asserts that the doctrifie of the 
Eternity of Hell-totmerits is not to bte 
found in any of the ancient creeds, nor 
in any of the writings of the two first 
centuries. Tertulliah, (who flourished 
in the third century,) he says, " is the 
first writer he has met with who makes 
the punishment of the wicked of equal 
duration with the happiness of the good 
in the world to come/^ The passage he 
cites to this purpose is the following, 
Apol. c. 18. "After the world is over, 
God will judge his worshippers; so as 
to bestow on them the reward of eternal 
life; and to cast the profane into a 
fire, ceque perpetem et jugem^ equally 
perpetual and continual.'' But may 
not this refer to the Jire^ whether that 
be taken literally or figuratively, and 
ftot to the victim? 

The genuine Eusebians, he says, page 
90, " or that part of the church which 

retained 
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retained the old Christian faith, never 
appear to have come into this, notion 
of the proper eternity of the punish- 
ments of the wicked, as the Athanar 
sians gradually did, and but gradually/' 
He then refers us to Fabricius in proof 
that Eunomius, one of the chief patrons 
of what he calls old Christianity, and 
one of the best men of the fourth cen- 
tury, was certainly and directly against 
it. 

His own singular, and I trust wholly 
unfounded, opinion he gives in the folr 
lowing words. Page 105, " For myself, 
when I carefully compare Nature and 
Scripture together, it seems to me, that 
after the destruction of the last enemies 
of God's church on earth, the general 
conflagration shall begin ; and our earth 
shall be turned from a Planet into a 
Comet ; and the Devil and his angels 
and daemons, together with the incura- 
bly wicked among mankind, shall b^ 

thrown 
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tbrown into its burning atm6sph6i*c^,^ 
till they are utterly destroyed, and 
ihe smoke of their torment ascends for 
ages of flgesy or for many of its re- 
volutions about the sun in the tail 
of that comet. But this/' he adds, 
" is only a private conjecture of my 
own; nor do I desire it to be any 
otherwise esteemed/^ 

Some passages he produces which in 
his own opinion favour the doctrine of 
Universal Restitution, as page 65, from 
the Recognitions (by him supposed) of 
Clement : " Those that act contrary to 
the will of God, will have the just pu- 
nishments they have deserved according 
to every one's deeds. As to our God, 
if he be angry and revenges, he is not 
evil but just. For he does but correct 
and amend his own children/' Clement 
of Alexandria, page 76, strom* v. and vi< 
^* Does not Plato introduce rivers of 
fii;e, and other such like places of pu- 

nishmentir 
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nishmenty which are to chastise and 
amend the manners of men? Punish- 
ment is the cause of amendment to him 
that is punished; but an example. to 
such as can see things at a distance ; 
whereby they are prevented from falling 
into the like again/' 

With great candour this truly learned 
writer, after giving the opinions of Ori- 
gen, lays before us the stace of his own 
mind. In page 127, he says, " As to the 
notions of Origen, and his hopes or ex- 
pectations of the delivery, not only of 
the vilest sipners, but of the grand 
tempters of all, Satan and his wicked 
angels and daemons, from the torments 
of Hell, nay of their admission at last 
into Heaven also; I must take leave to 
say, it would be a most acceptable piece 
of news to me to find some just and sure 
foundations for such hopes in the sacred 
writings : as being very desirous of the 
final repentance and salvation of all 

K God's 
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Gcvd's rational creatures; as. is their 
most merciful Creator more i^arnestly 
desirous of the same. So that there 
can be no obstacle to my belief of Ori-< 
gen^s do<3trine, but the supposal of an 
uHer mcmalmcapacity in the coQStitutions 
of these worst of free agents of ever vt^ 
pentirig and amending/' 

Strange it is that it should ever have 
lieen supposed by this wise and well* 
BManing nian, that the omnipotent 
God 9 who placed his creatures in those 
circumisrtances in this world in which 
they had contracted bad habits, could 
BOt~in an Universe and during an 
Eternity— place them in those circum- 
stances in which their bad habits would ' 
be corrected, and good ones formed ia 
their stead. 

The other publication in favour of 
Annihilation, of which it seems proper 
that Some notice should be taken, has 

for 



for its title, " Th6 tJnitreftal Restoratioti 
of Mafikiod examined, atid proved to be 
St D6ctrine ittcdn&isteDt tfith it^If, cott- 
trary to the Scriptures, and subvemte 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ : in aii- 
sfwcr to Tft. Chaxmcy of New-England, 
and Mfir Winchester's Dialdgdes. In 
two volumes. Bj John Marsoiti**^ 

To a* person who takes the morftl At* 
tribute)^ of God as his data, or princi^ 
pies of reasoning, the siniple in^pectioii 
of the two schemes is sufficient to induce 
bifn immediately to reject the one and 
to embrace the other. The Author ob- 
jects to the use of the word annihila* 
tien ^ alt botfgh it is ftever meant to as- 
sert by it, that the particJea of matter of 
whkib wtif h^man body is composed do 
IH)« ^xis( in some form or other, bai 
only to convey the idea of the total 
cessation of cofis^iousness, or th^ abso^ 

>Vtf.ik page 186^ 
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lute destruction of the thinking prin- 
ciple, which notwithstanding his ob- 
jection is, I apprehend, exactly his own 
notion. 

The other writers who have been nien- 
tioned as supporters of this hypothesis, . 
had chiefly a view to the refutation of 
the doctrine of the Eternity of Hell-tor- 
ments, and they took refuge in this as 
some solace to the mind after it had been 
contemplating the other. But the wri- 
ter now before us directs his most pow* 
erful energies against the doctrine of 
Universal Restitution. Let us compare 
the scheme which he endeavours to sup^ 
port, with that which he labours to de- 
stroy. Mr. Marsom supposes that God 
will raise from the dead, or re-create, 
an immense number of human beings 
solely for the purpose of misery and 
deaths and that he will not raise them 
from this second death for the purpose 
oi happiness a^nd immortality. 

The 
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The other scheme, against which he 
writes with so much confidence and ap- 
parent satisfaction, supposes that God 
will raise the same immense number of 
human beings from the dead, for the 
purpose of salutary and corrective pu- 
nishoient, and that they will undergo 
a second death : this second death is by 
some taken literally, by others figura- 
tively. This scheme further supposes, 
that after the punishment has produced* 
its effect, if death be taken literally, the 
same beings will be raised from the dead; 
or, if it be taken figuratively, and mean 
misery^ that they will be restored to that 
state from which they had fallen by sin; 
and being now qualified for celestial hap- 
piness, they will, through the goodness of 
God, and not their own merit, enjoy 
this happiness through all Eternity* 
This is the doctrine to which I apply 
the terms Universal Restitution, not 
knowing a more appropriate appella- 
tion. Let any one judge which of the 

two 
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two is ^^ inGonsistent with itself, edn- 
trary to the Scriptures, and subversive 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ/' 

As my copy of this work was printed 
in the year 1795, and is the second 
edition, I am willing to hope that the 
Author, at the time of his composing it, 
was a young man. Let hiin have the 
fall beneBt of this apology for a work 
on such a subject, and in which the 
style and manner are so justly repre^-. 
hensible. 

After a careful perusal of these two^ 
volumes, one of 212 pages, and the other 
of 190, 1 am not conscious of the least 
necessity, in consequence of any thing 
in them, of leaving out or altering a sin- 
gle word in these discourses. It would 
give me peculiar pleasure to learn, that 
since the period in which he wrote, the 
sentiments otf the author have undergone 
as great a change as niy own. 

Although 
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Although more needs not be said on 
this subject, I am inclined for the gntn 
fication of my reader's curiosity to make 
a few cursory observations on this sin- 
gular performance. 

In pages 5 and 6, Mr. Marsom say$p 
f* It may be proper to observe, 1st, That 
the doctrine of universal salvation is no 
where expressly taught in the holy scrip*' 
tures. If God has then no where pro^ 
mised a universal restoration of man* 
kind, there can be no absolute substan* 
tial ground to affirm or expect it/' 

Not to dwell on the impropriety of 
the word salvation^ I would hasten to 
observe that, with respect to the manner 
in which this doctrine is taught, tb^ 
Teacher is a better Judge than our- 
selves. ^^ God is good to a//, and his 
tender mercies are over all his worksf' 
surely includes it. It is taught by ne* 
cessary inference from innumerable 

texts, 
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texts, and from all the moral attri- 
butes of the Divine Being, 

The doctrine of the Eternity of Hell- 
torments appears to have been intro- 
duced, and to have prevailed, during 
the third and fourth centuries, with the 
other corruptions of Christianity ; and I 
can conceive of no doctrine so likely to 
eradicate all these corruptions^ and to re- 
store the Gospel to its original purity, 
as that of Universal Restitution. It was 
probably therefore reserved for that par- 
ticular penod in the divine dispensa- 
tions, wh^n the human mind was capa- 
ble of comprehending it, and when the 
belief of it would produce the most be- 
neficial effects. It is a proof of the 
wisdom of God in the government of 
the moral world, thlit his revealed light, 
like his natural light, " shineth mpre 
and more unto the perfect day/' Is 
man always to be a being of one pro- 
position ? Is nothing to be learned by 

reason 



137 

reason or inference, when the mind be; 
comes capable of pursuing a train of 
reasoning and of drawing inferences? 
An enlarged view of the divine o&conomy 
will lead us to an admiration of that 
wisdom, which appears in adapting the 
degrees of light and knowledge to the 
state of the world and the capacity of 
the recipients, 

Mr. Marsom proceeds in the follow- 
ing words : ** Secondly, the Scripture 
expressly declares that all who believe 
not shall be damned. Now salvation 
and damnation are set in direct opposition 
to each other ^ and cannot he predicated of 
the same persons at the same time'* 

Pitiable would be the state of intel- 
lect of that person who should deny 
either of these propositions. . " The 
Scriptures go farther, and affirm, not 
only that the wicked shall be destroyed, 
but that that destruction (s^o far from 

being 
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being succeeded by a recovery and svlU 
ration) shall be their end/' 

These are bold assertions indeed. The 
only text which can have led to this 
mistake is PhiL iii. ip. ^^ whose end is 
destruction/' meaning that destruction 
or ruin would be the consequence of 
their conduct. This destruction does 
not mean the annihilation of the think- 
ing principle^ nor this end the end of 
their existence* Death is spoken of as 
** the end of all men/' though all are to 
be raised from the dead. 

This writer says, in page 18, " By the 
obedience of Jesus Christ all men have 
an actual deliverance from the power 
of the grave, and in consequence of it 
shall rise from the dead.'' A deliver- 
ance from the grave is certainly pro- 
mised to all: but on supposition of pain 
and destruction afterwards, this is the 
greatest of evils. Do we ever talk of 

promising 
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promising evil ? is this a gift ? is this a 
blessing? 

Through the whole of his book he 
supposes that the enemies of Christ, 
whom he will finally destroy^ are not 
the symbolical personages Sin and 
Deathy but Men— Men ! the children of 
God — ^those beings wlrom Christ came 
to save, and for whom he died. Upon bis 
principle, the last enemy that is to be 
destroyed is not Deaths but Man. He 
speaks, page 90, of " the entire eman* 
cipation of mankind from the dominion 
of death,'* when he is endeavouring to 
prove that the greater part of mankind 
will endure it for ever. 

In one word, Reason and Observation- 
show that Death is the termination bS 
one state of being ; Revelation shows it 
is the commencement of another^ and not 
what the writers, whom I have animad-^ 
verted upon, always suppose it to be, and* 

by 
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by this supposition take the question in' 
dispute for granted. 

It must not be omitted, that Mr. 
Marsom, page 135, &c. boldly asserts; 
that the Greek word rendered eternal^ 
Sec. always means endless duration ^, and 
that, if the word rendered everlasting 



c On the contrary,- 1 venture an opinion that it never in 
itself includes this idea, and that in tdL places both the 
substantive and the adjective would have been more faith- 
fully rendered by another word. Let us take a passage, 
which at first view may seem most unfavourable to this 
opinion, 1 Tim. i. 17. *^ Now unto the King eternal, im* 
mortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.' 
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To; h fiatriXsi twv ouu)vcoif a^boLptti), aopatw, [Mvw cofuj 
Bi(v ri/Aij xa,i io^a tts Tovg ouwvols rwv euwvwv. AfMjv, 
Now unto the King of the Ages, incorruptible, invisible, the 
only wise God, be honour and glory through the ages of 
the. ages. Amen. Do not these words, with all the ideas 
conveyed by our translation, cuid some which are beautiful 
in themselves, and of a less abstracted nature, and which 
lead the mind to the consideration of the Immutability as 
well as Eternity of God, and to the manifestation of the 
divine Perfections, and particularly the Divine Wisdom in 
the various dispensations of Providence and Grace ? 

means 
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Qieans. a limited duration^ it^ aught to 
have been rendered temporal. He lays 
a considerable stress upon the circum- 
stance, that it is not expressly said that 
mankind will exist again after the se- 
cond death: But it is not expressly said 
that they will not exist again : and a 
Jirst resurrection is spoken of. So that 
all the arguments, rest on their own 
foundation. Only it may be observed, 
that without any positive proof from 
Scripture, Reason and Analogy would 
lead to a belief of a second resurrection; 
and it might be asked in one case, with 
as much propriety as in the other, 
" Why should it be thought a thing 
incredible that God should raise the 
dead ? " 

I apprehend that the following brief 
observation will lead to an answer to 
the rest of these two volumes. The 
Kingdom of Christ, as far as it is pre-^ 
paratory or mediatorial — that is the king- 
dom 



dom of means J will have an end ;. it will 
have an end, and be delivered up to 
God, when the! Jinal kingdom, which bas 
been explained to be the kingdom of 
trutb, righteousness, and happiness, shall 
be established. Then, when truth, 
fighteousoess, and happiness, are uni-L 
versal and eternal^ God— the God of 
Lore— *wiJl be all in all. 

With what sentiments a person, wb6 
ba» adopted this heart^congealing hypo«- 
Irbesisy can repeat these sublime pas** 
^ages, in the form of prajer,^ which 
Christ has left for the use and imitation 
of bis disci plesy I know not, " Our Fa- 
ther, who art inHeaveu; hallowed be* 
thy name; thy Kingdom come; thy 
will be done on Earth as it is in Hea- 
ven. Thine is tbe Kingdom, and the 
^ower and the Glory through ages of 
ages. Amen/' 
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DISCOURSE V. 



1 John iv. 8. 



GOD IS LOVE. 



IVIf Cbmlian Friends 1 It is my design^i 
in the following discourse, to direct your 
attention to the Scriptures. In confirm 
mation of what was advanced in some 
preceding discourses, on the insufficiea- 
cy of the arguments which are brought 
in support of the commonly received 
opifiions of future Punishment, it may 
he proper to mention one Factj which, 
is taken notice of by the writers in fa* 
vour of Universal Restitution, which 

appears; to me in itself decisive, and of 

which 
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which every person, whether he be ac- 
quainted with the languages in which 
the Scriptures are written or not, if he 
have only a Concordance to his Bible 
(as every one ought to have), is capable 
of judging for himself.\ In almost every 
page of the New Testament, the Doc- 
trine of Eternal Life ii clearly and un- 
equivocally asserted. It is expressed 
negatively and positively ; by a variety 
of words which admit of no miscon- 
struction, and literally, as well as by the 
most splendid figures and images. It is 
indeed written as with a sun-beam. • 

And one would imagine, that if the 
Doctrine of Eternal Misery j or of Eter^ 
nal Deaths were likewise a Doctrine of 
Revelation, it would have been express- 
ed with equal clearness, and at least 
with equal frequency. The general Fact 
of the future Punishment of the wick- 
ed is so expressed; and it is as clearly 
asserted, that it will consist in the loss 

of 
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X)f that immortal Life of which the" 
Sighteoud, at the Resurrection, will be 
put in immediate possession. But how 
different is this information, from the 
thunders of divine wrath, which we hear 
from many pulpits, and from the de-' 
nunciations of eternal damnation which 
we read in many books of Divinity! 
From these it would be natural to con*- 
cjude that we should find innumerable 
declarations in Scripture of the most 
plain and unequivocal nature, that the 
positive sufferings of the wicked will 
never have an end^ or, agreeably to the 
other supposition, that they will termi- 
nate in Eternal Death. So fdx however 
is this from being the case» that not one 
word expremve of either of th^se is to be 
found in the whole New Testam^t: and. 
although, the expressions, ^^ they shall 
hunger no more, nor thirst ai^y more ; 
and there shall be no more Ddath,'' are 
familiar to our ears : where do we meet 
with the expressions^ they shall be 

L happy 
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Bappjir no more, they shall ekist net more, 
or there shall be no more Lift ^ 

1 beg lea^e to call your attention td 
aBother circumstance : The word mmitmj 
momof^ and the Hebretr word which 
corresponds to it, which is translated 
et^md^ everlastings and sometimes far 
ever; but which signifies eantinued Or 
hstimgj «Bd is determined in its sense 
by the subfect to which it is appfied 
(which may be of a shorUrj a tonger, 
or a never ending duration); this word 
TH used more than a hundred times in 
the Old and New Testament ; and out 
of these, if I mistake not, 3rou will find 
upon examination that it is af$plied to 
Punishment o{ any kind but nine time», 
and to the future punishment of wicked 
men not more than six times. These 
texts have been already explained. To 
recur then to the general Observation, 
wheMver the Gospel was preached, Or 
wherever an account of it was given in 

writing. 
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most awful ftaoetioas that of punish^ 
ment^ so necesaarj for the conversion of 
sinners, and to be presented to the min4 
in ever> moment of temptation^ woul4 
be enforced with peculiar energy^ Bm^ 
if that sajicthn be Eternal Mher^^ w 
Eternal Deaths it is mo^i unaccountably 
omitted. With respect to the word oimu^ 
aionionf on which the whole depend^* 
it is a fact, that Luke in his Gospel 
never uses it, as connected with the pur 
nishment of the wicked : Mark only 
once^ and that in a particular case. In 
ithe Gospel of John, it is not to be4bund 
at all in that CQnqeyiQn, nor in any of 
his thre« Epistles* In the account 9^ 
the preaching of the Qgspel through th^ 
urorld io the £rst ages QfChristiaqity^we 
^o not find it inentii>n^ in thatli^ht 9f> 
much as omct^ no, jQot in all the Sermons 
and parts of Seroions whicK . I^iUke has 
preserved in the Act» of the Apostles. 

i.e St. 
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fit. Ttm\ fievor. uses eoerlatting destruo 
fjMte'but <mec^, allhdugh bis works form 
so considerable a part of the New Tes- 
tament Neither are such words found 
in the Epistles of James or Peter, and 
hilt three times in the Gospel of Mat- 
thew. They are used but twice in the 
Old Testament, in one phrase, everlasU 
iHg contempt is spoken of; in the othet 
the word has no reference to a future 
state, but is applied to the Jews, when 
the King of Assyria was marching to 
Jerusalem. 

But with respect to Deaths to which 
srithout particular examination I doubt 
not we should suppose this word is fre- 
quent Itf applied, it is so far fiom being 
applied oitce, that it is omitted in that 
very place where an advocate for Anni- 
hilation will be most at a loss to ac» 
ttmAtfoT the omission. Where it is said, 
*• the Gift of God is etemul Lifcy' it is 

said, 



149 

6aid, ** the wages of Sin is Deaths*' bat 
not Eternal Death. " The w&ges of Sin 
is Death, but the gift of God is Etemtd 
Life/' 

It may not be amiss to repeat tlie 
observation that the two words (xcXMrip 
mmm) which in Matthew are trans-* 

* • 

lated everlasting ptmishment^ mean tlm 
chastisement of that period; and that 
the two words {c}a0go» atawtop) whicb» 
in the first Epistle to the I'hessalonians, 
are translated everlasting destruction^ 
mean the destruction of that period; 
and that the Nature of the Destruction 
here spoken of is explained by the whole 
context, and particularly by the words 
which immediately follow, *^ i^ho shall 
be punished, with the destruction' of 
that period, from the presence of the 
Lord and the glory of his Power/'-^-or 
from his glorious Power. So that all 
whicli we can infer from these texts is, 
t^that when Christ shall appear in bis own 

glory^ 
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glftry, ifi the glory of his Father, and of his 
loly Angels/' the wicked will be excluded 
from the imwwtttl Life of the Righteous^ 
and from the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Trom cbnsideriftg, fnore particularly 
than time would permit in our last dis- 
course, what is meant in Scripture by 
the Kingdom <f Heaven^ we shalf proba- 
bly acquire the clearest ideas which we 
*re capable of forming of the Nature 
end Design of the Punishnr.ent of the 
#icked, and see a confirmation and il- 
lustration of a Doctrine, which I trust 
has already been established on an im*- 
nioveable foundation. 

Let it however be premised, that any 
difference of opinion respecting the 
tneaning or application of the texts 
\vhich will now be adduced, does not 
invalidate the main argument. Whe- 
ther the Devilj or Satan, be considered 
te a real Beings agreeably to the Eastern 

hypo- 
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hypothesis of t\ro original Principles, 
the one good and the other evil, (whicli, 
I' am sorry to say^ - has too much pter 
vailed in the Christian Churchy) or as 
an apostate Spirit whose power is-^I do 
&ot Icnow how to express it, it is cer* 
tainly— of an inconceivable nature: or 
whether, as a correct and sober mind 
would more naturally conjecture^ WI& 
are by this term to understand tke Priik- 
^ple of Evil personifiedj the Reasoning 
will be the dame. Most of the writers 
in favour of Universal Restitution sup- 
pose the actiial Esistenee of the Devil 
and many Spirits under him, and that 
they ^ill all finally be restored to Obe- 
dience and Happiness. I enter not no# 
4nto the tiifficulti^s of this hypothesis, 
which appeat to me to be insurmount* 
^ble: Suffice it to observe, that tht 
-Kingdom of this real or fictitious Being 
is the Kingdom of Error^ of moral and 
4taturalEvil^ that ie of Sin and Misery^ 
and of Heaths That Kingdom which 
. s ' . was 
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was erected in opposition to thiis, which 
isi first mentioned by Daniel the Pro- 
phet ; which . by John the Baptist, the 
forerunner of our Lord, was declared to 
be at hand ; and which probably com- 
•menced. at. our. Lord's Ascension, is 
called the Kingdom of. God,. the King*- 
dom of Heaven^. Siud the Kingdom of 
Christ. . It is probably called the.King-; 
dom of God, because it proceeded from 
the Goodness of God ; because the Laws 
of it are dictated by .his Wisdom^ and 
because his Power is employed in ac^ 
complishing the Purposes of it. It may 
be called the Kingdom of Heaven^ as 
the design of it is to qualify its subjects 
for Heaven and Immortality, and to 
conduct them to this happy state. And 
finally it may be called the Kingdom of 
Christy as Christ was appointed by God 
to. introduce it into the world, and to 
be, under God, thp prime Agent in the 
administration of it. The. Kingdom of 
Christ then, in one sense, is mediatorial, 

- ^ 

tempo- 
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temporary, and progrjessive, and will 
Continue only until the purposes of 
Divine. Wisdom are fully completed* 
In janother sense it Is.eternal^ as it is 
connected with, and introduces the 
SubjecU of it into a kingdom which is 
etemaL The Design of this Kingdom 
is \x> i^romotQ Truth J RighieoumesSy and 
Happiness. The Characters of it are 
that it will be victorious^ that it will be 
vniversal^ and that it will terminate in 
J^verlasting : Life. Our authority for 
what is here asserted, is the unifortn 
and uncontradicted language of Scrip- 
turct Some texts relating to this sub^ 
ject I beg leave to lay before you, and 
others I leave to your own recoUectioo. 
In the second chapter of Daniel, and at 
the forty-fourth verse, we have the fol- 
lowing account of the Power^ Durable 
lity^ and Eistent of this Kingdom. ^* In 
the days of these Kings,'^ that is earthly 
Monarchs^ ^' shall the God of Heaven 
$et up a Kingdom^ whiqh shall never be 

destroyedi 
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destrm/ed; and the Kingdom shall not 
be left to other people; but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms^ Bud it shall stand for ever** 
In the seventh chapter, and in the JSth 
and 14th verses, we have this sublime 
description of this kingdom : ^^ I saw in 
the night visions, and behold one like 
the Son of Man came with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 
days, and thej brought him near before 
faitn. And there was given him domi* 
nionj and glory ^ and a kingdom; that all 
people^ nations, and languages should 
serve him : his dominion is an everlast^ 
ing dominion which shall not pass away^ 
and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed** And in the 18th verse, 
♦•The Saints of the Most High shall 
take the kingdom and possess the king- 
dom for ever, even for ever and ever." St* 
Paul has given us a most majestic account 
of our Lord's Entry into his Kingdom: 
** Wherefore,'' he saith, V. when be as- 

cended 
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cended up on high, he led captivity 
captive,* Eph. iv. 8. Atid in the firrt 
chapter of the Epistle to the (JolossianS, 
and the 13th verse, he says, ** Who hatk 
delivered us from the power of darkne^, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom 
of his dear Son/' Our Lord himself sajsv 
** I am the \vay and the truth and th* 
life/' The Apostle, comparing the j^hp^ 
9ent with the future state^ in order to 
fihow the superior light and knowledge 
of the latter, says, ** Now we s<*e through 
a glass darkly y but then fdoe to facet 
now I know in part, but then shall I 
know, even as also I am known .'^ "Tlie 
kingdom of God," to show that it is a 
kingdom of Rigktedtisness, we are told^ 
^* is not meat and drink, but Righteous*^ 
ne$s and Peace and Joy in the Holy 
Spirit," or in a holy spirit and temper. 
** Then -shall the King say unto them 
on his right hand,'* that is the Rightc^ 
ous, " Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared ibf yoit 

from 
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from the foundation of the world/' And 
to the same pbrpose, " There shall in no 
wise enter into it any thing that defiletb, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination 
or maketh a lie/' And with respect to 
the Happiness of it, ♦* God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes, and there 
«hall be no more Deaths neither Sorrow 
nor Crying^ neither shall there be any 
more Faiuj for the former things are 
passed away.** Of the Eatent and^fno/ 
Superiority of this kingdom, the Apostle, 
in Romans the fifth and fifteen th9gives the 
following account: " Not as the offence, 
so also is the free gift ; for if through 
the oiFence of one many be dead, much 
more the grace of God, and the gift by 
grace which is by one man Jesus Christ, 
hath abounded unto many/' The word 
7nan7/^ by the Apostle, is often used for 
all. He goes on, " And not as it was 
by one that sinned so is the gift, for the 
judgment was by one to condejinnation; 
but the free j^ft is of many offences 

unto 
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untp justification. For if by 6n6 mBxi'i 
offence Death reigned by one, much 
more they who receive abundance of 
grace, and of the gift of righteousness^ 
shall reign in life by one Jesus Christ^ 
Therefore as, by the offence of one, 
judgment came unto all men to con- 
demnation ; even' so, by the righteous- 
ness of one, the free gift came upon all 
nien untp justification of life. For as- 
by one man's disobedience many were 
made sinners,'^ that is, treated as Sinners 
or exposed to Death, " so by the obe- 
dience of one shall many be made 
righteous,'* that is, treated as righteous,, 
or raised to Life. " Where Sin abound- 
ed, Grace did much more abound, that 
as sin hath reigned unto' death, even so 
might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal Life by Jesus Christ our 
Lord/' ^ When our Saviour uttered this 
prayer to his Father, " Father, glorify 
thy namfe ! and a voice came from hea<f 
ven^ Myingf I have both glorified it and 

will 
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vill glofifjr it again/' our liOfd said, 
^ I'bis voice carne» not because of me 
but for your sakea* Nonr is the judges 
iiient of this world : now shall the prince 
of this world be ea,st out» and ]» if 1 be 
Ufted up from the earth, will dataw aU 
men unto m^/^ To the same purport ha 
says to his disci ples» ^^ Be of good 
tlieer, I have overcome the worlcL'* 
That his Kingdom will entirely subdue 
that of the Principle of £vil we bare 
the fullest assurance in these words: 
*' Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever* 
lasting tire, prepared for the Devil and 
his Angels,'* that is, for Evil and all its 
Attendants and Ejects* Again, Death 
and Hades, or the Grave, we are told, 
" were cast into the lake of fire ; this is 
the second death/' " All Power,'* says 
our Lord, *' is given to me both in hea* 
ven and on earth/' What a delightful, 
what .a sublime ideas do these words» 
often so misapplied j convey I Error, 
Vice, and Misery, are weak ai^ teiopo-^ 

rary, 
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r^ry,— Truth, Highteousness, and Hap^ 
pinessy are Diniiipotent and eternal 
Alluding to the same grand idea, th^ 
Apostle sajs,^^ Aecording to the work* 
iog of that mighty power which he 
wrought in Christ when he raised hin% 
from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principality and power, and 
£ciight and doinivion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this worlds 
but also in that which is to come ; and 
hath put all things under his feet/' In 
Kotii. viii. 19, we have a confirmation 
of the whole doctrine, " For the earnest 
expectation of the Creature (or of the 
Creation) waiteth for the manifestation 
of the Sons of God. For the Creature 
(or the Creation) was made subject to 
vanity^ not willingly, but by reason of 
him who hath subjected the same in 
hope; because the Crefiture (or the 
Creation) itself also shall be delivered 
iVom the bondage of corruption into the 
' . • glorious 
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glorious liberty of the children of God-*' 
But the fifteenth chapter of the fiftt 
Epistle to the Corinthians expresses 
every thing which can be expressed on 
this subject, and I confess appears to 
me absolutely inexplicable on any other 
supposition. We cannot repeat it too 
often, ^^ As in Adam all di6, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But every 
man in his own order, Christ the first 
fruits^ afterwards they that are Christ's 
at his coming. Then cometh the end» 
when he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God even the Father; 
when he shall have put down all rule, 
and authority, and power. For he must 
reign till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet*'*-^What can these enemies be 
but Error, Sin, and Misery ? " The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is Death, 
for he hath put all things under his feet. 
And when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son also him-, 
self be subject unto him that put all 

things 
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things under him, that God may be all 
in all/' Let the person, who but for 
one moment has harboured the gloomy 
apprehension that Death means being 
blotted out of Existence, attend to the 
information before given by our Lord 
himself, and that which follows. "Thou 
fool, that ^vhich thou sowest is not quick- 
ened except it die. As one star ditFereth 
from another star in glory, so also ,is 
the resurrection of the dead. It is sown 
in corruption, it is raised i« incorrup- 
tion ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power; it is sown an animal body, it 
is raised a spiritual body; there is an 
animal body and there is a spiritual 
body. This corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on inimortality. So when this corrup- 
tible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that ,is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory^ O Death! 

M where 
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Vfhen ifc" thy sting ? Grave 1 where ii 
thy victory ? The sting of Death is Sin, 
and the strength of Sin is the Law« 
But thanks be to God, ivho giveth lA 
1!he victory through our Lord Jesitt 
Christ/' 

These texts, my Friends, are brought 
to show, that the Kingdom which Chfist 
was commissioned by God to oppose, 
. and by opposing to destroy^ Was the 
Kingdom of Error or of Dctrkne9Sj of 
Sin, of Misery y and of -Death: and' 
that the Kingdom which he was com- 
missioned by God to establish in the 
Toom of the other, and over which he is 
uppointed by God to preside, is the 
Kingdom of Truth, of Righteoumess, of 
Sappinessy and of Life; and that the 
'Characters of this Kingdom are, it will 
"be victorious, it will be universal, and 
it will be eternal; or, it will finally lead 
to, and then be absorbed in, the King- 
dom of boundless Love. 

Can 



Can any one say, after having care- 
fully examined these* texts (jand innu- 
sierable texts of the same kind might 
he added), that Misery, and I suppose 
Sin (for when Sin is destroyed one can 
^hardly suppose that Misery would exist), 
will continue for ever? Can any one say, 
that J^eath and Hades will Jinally pre- 
vaMf and .that the greater part of man- 
kind will be under their gloomy dominion? 
Can any one say, that the Kingdom of 
Truths of Righteousness, and of Happjir 
nesSf will not finally be established? 
Will aiiy one venture to say, that these 
characters do not belong to the King- 
dom in which Christ is appointed U) 
reign until all its grand purposes are 
eflfected ; that it will be victorious, that 
it will be universal^ and that it will ter- 
minate in Eternal Life and Happiness t 

Quotations, many as these are, might 
easily bemultiphed. Arguments, amount- 
ing to a moral demonsti;ation, from every 
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perfection of the Divine Being; from the 
consideration that He formed Man, and 
placed him in the present state; that 
heforesazc every thing that would hap- 
pen to him ; that his designs cannot be 
frustrated; and that he is the kind and 
merciful Father of the whole human 
race; from positive declarations^ that 
" he has pot appointed us unto wrath; 
that *' judgment is his strange work, 
and that " his tender mercies are over 
all his works ;" from the powers arid fa- 
culties of the human mind; from the 
imperfections of the present state natu- 
ral, intellectual, and moral ; from the 
unequal distribution of rewards and 
punishments ; from the general analogy 
of Nature, and from the evident design 
and end of the Divine Administration; 
and from many topics which have 
scarcely been touched upon in the pre- 
ceding discourses;- — arguments, I say, 
amounting to a moral demonstration, 
from all these, and from many other 

acknow- 
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acknowledged principles, confirmed by 
indubitable facts^ might still be urged 
in support of the fundamental position, 
that Punishment in the Divine Govern'- 
ment is intended to reform; and that 
finally^ at some distant period, known 
only to Omniscience, when the whole 
moral process shall be completed^ all 
the rational offspring of God will be- 
come the faithful Subjects of his King- 
dom: and that then,— Glorious Termi- 
nation ! when Error, Vice, Misery, and 
Death will be conquered and* destroyed, 
and Truth, Righteousness, and Happi-- 
ness triumphant, " Christ will deliver 
the Kingdom to God even the Father, 
that God may he all in all'' 

But it is enough. 

Where the connexion of Cause and 
Effect does not exist between Argu- 
ment and Conviction, I have no hope 
of producing convictioD* To a Mind 

sealed 
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scaled by Prejudice (much it is to be 
lamented that so many minds arein thi^ 
state) Arguments can gain no admission. 
To a Mind which is accessible to Argu- 
ments, those which have already been 
adduced are more than sufficient. I 
feel a perfect confidence, my beloved 
Friends, that there is not an Individual 
in this Society, who is competent to form 
an opinion on the subject^ who will 
not, upon due Examination and sincere 
Prayer to God, finally acknowledge, 
and acknowledge with heartfelt Grati- 
tude, that every Child of Gody howevei* 
disobedient he may have been for a 
time, will, in some period of his exist- 
jBuce, by some kind of moral discipline 
which infinite Wisdom knows how to ap- 
ply, and infinite Power can apply eflec- 
tually, be brought to a state of Reconcili- 
ation yvith his offended Father; and thus 
become the happy Object of his Parental 
Affection — of his Love and Complacency 
for ever. 

The 
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The Qi^tion still r^main^ Jn what^ 
according to the Scriptures, mill the 
Punkbment of the Wicked comi^f A^ 
two discoursas of miue upon thi& sul>« 
ydct are j^lready before the world, I, 
need not qnter into it so minutely as 
I otherwise should have done.« The 
Scriptures inform U3 that it will consij&t 
in aa exclusion from the Mediatorial 
l^ingdom of Christ,^ and iii great and 
inconceivable mental anguish. And ^, 
moat awful consideratioa this is. It is. 
owing only to a want of E^panision of 
mind, that it does not lay hold on every 
tbo^ght, and influence every action. 
Mankind, surrounded by sensible ol> 
joints, impressed by present scenes, and 

imuai^rsed in worldly concerns, find it 

« 

diifficult tQ raise their thoughts to fututr 
rityi-^lQ that futurity which in a yl^cf, 
jijkwt year9 (beyond the term of an ap« 
prenticesbip many of us cannot look) 
must have /o*^ the character of futurity^ 
smd be QctuaUy present. They canndt 

" walk 
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"walk by Faith and not by Sight/' If 
we knew that we were to be put in 
possession of an Empire^ a Kingdom^ a 
Principalittf, or an immense Estate, at 
that period, we should have a clear 
conception of the good fortune which 
awaits us, and look forward to the ap- 
proaching period with the brightest ex- 
pectations. But " an inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved for us in the hea- 
vens,'" makes but a feeble impression 
upon our minds. To counteract the 
force of those impressions which are 
made by every object around us, and 
strengthened by every concern in which 
we engage, it has been my custom to 
avail myself of those opportunities when 
the mind is a little detached from the 
world, and accessible to such reflections, 
to lay before you the Scripture account 
of the Happiness of the Righteous at 
the Resurrection. To recall your atten- 
tion to the subject, and by one expres- 
sion 
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sion to raise up a train of associated, 
ideas, I observe it is all which is ex* 
pressed by the words Eternal Life. It 
is a state where Peace, Satisfaction, and 
Joy will reign for ever. " Ye are come," 
says the Apostle, " to Mount Sion, and 
to the city of the living God, the hea- 
venly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of Angels ; to the general as* 
sembly and church of the . first-born 
which are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of 
Just Men made perfect, and to Jesus the 
Mediator of the New Covenant/' 

Now the first part of the. Punishment 
of the wicked will consist in an Exclu- 
sion from this state of inconceivable bliss. 

What other ideas can we affix to the 
images, ** the door was shut ; outer 
darkness; the punishment of that pe- 
riod, or continued punishment; fire; 
death ; perdition ; shall not see life ; 

and 
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aad the destruction of that period, or 
protracted destruction, from the pre«» 
senc^ of the Lord aod his gloriooa 



power ? *' 



To this we know will be added ^^-^ 
treme mental angmsh^ arisijag fr^m, thfSi 
qon^ideration of what these ViiqtiiQS. o( 
Diviae Jiistice have los$t, and. the 001331*- 
deration of the tnfling value of those 
objects for which they lost it; from the 
»ting9 of Conscience, apd the conipany 
of only wicked, and miserably beings. 
" There will be weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth.' 



9> 



Surely this state may be denominated 
Death; and all the texts^ which threaten 
Death are easily and . naturally ex- 
plained, without suppo&ing that Death 
means an Eternal Sleep, or a total Kv^ 
tinction of b^ing* Thin it was shown it 
never means ; it is contradicted b}^ the 
plainest expressions in Scripture; and 

one 
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one great de^dgn of the Gospel seems 
to have, been to correct this ill-founded 
opinion. 

But it is highly probable that this 
state of Punishment will be teffninated 
hy Death ; that the wicked will aciuaHjft 
die again; and thus the second Deathf 
which is mentioned in Scripture, aftei^ 
which Evil will be no more, is to be 
taken literally^ 

Being assured hy Revelation of a, future 
state^ the whole analogy of Mature; the 
changes that Insects undergo ; tl>e ne-* 
cessity of Rest or Repose after labour^ 
would lead us to infer, with a high de- 
gree )of probability, that Death, which 
is always in Scripture represented as a 
Sleep J was a natural and necessary pro- 
cess from a mortal to an immortal, from 
a corruptible to an incorruptible state. 
The Scripture more than intimates this. 
Besides^ the expression of .St. Paul, 

'' Thou 



172 

•* Thou fool, that which thou sowest is 
not quickened except it die/' our Lord 
assures us, that " the Righteous/' those 
who are admitted into his kingdom, 
"shall die no more;" from which we 
may conclude, that the wicked will die 
again ; and he himself says, " Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone ; but if it die, it 
bringeth forth fruit/' The question ap- 
plies as well in the next state as in the 
present, " Why should it be thought 
a thing incredible with you, that God 
should raise the dead ?" The attribute!^ 
of God continue the same; his Govern- 
ment will be carried on on the same 
principles; and upon this supposition 
every text in Scripture is to be taken 
in its most obvious sense. 

But though all will be thus restored to 
virtue J and finally be admitted to the 
enjoyment of everlasting Happiness, the 
wicked, will have lost all the Happiness 

of 
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of Christ's Mediatorial Kingdom ; they 
will not only have lost this, but their 
future situation — their situation both 
absolute and relative^ to all Eternitt/^ 
will be affected by the loss. They must 
be, for ever, behind those, who made a 
proper improvement of their first state, 
and who will be advancing in intellec- 
tual and moral perfection and happi- 
ness, during all that period, in which 
ihey are suffering that punishment iV/hich 
was necessary to destroy — not them-' 
selves— ^hnt their sinful habits f< a,nd to 
prepare them for the enjoyment of Eter^ 
nal Happiness. So that literally — with- 
out any straining of the words — their Pvr^ 
nishment will be eternal. ! . ^ 

Of all practical considerations, this is 
the most important. It shows that the 
connexion between Sin and Misery is 
eternal, immutable, indissoluble; that 
really and truly, though in a sense dif" 
ferent ftom that in which the words 

are 
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are generally underetood, Sin is of in*^ 
;finite demerit; tkat in its consequences 
•—consequences ivliich cannot be avoids 
ed, but which are a |)art of those Laws 
hy which the moral world is governed— *• 
it affects the state fsr ever. 

This view of die pumshraent of the 
wicked is founded on express texts of 
Scripture. The threatemngs which are 
lihere denotrnced, and which will moH 
<xrtmnly he executed, imply the loss of 
(immartoMife— -that is, of life withoctt 
death ; they imply .the loss of celestial 
happiness for a long and indefinite pe- 
riod; they imply a greater degree of 
mental anguish than can be conceived ; 
they imply s. second deaths whether that 
term mean what has just been "ex- 
pressed, or a second dissolution, and 
they imply an inferiority of happiness 
through all the ages of Eternity. 

These are the real sanctions of the 

Gospel. 
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GospelT Whilst false sanctions have 
been presented to the mind, these have 
been lost sight of. " Knowing the ter- 
rors of the Lord, we persuade men/' 
These Sanctions come home to the feel- 
ings of every reflecting mind. The man 
M^ho contrasts the Happiness of those 
to whom our Lord will sav, " Come, ve 
blessed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you from the founda- 
tions of the world,'' with the Misery of 
those to whom he will pronounce the 
word " Depart^'' wants no otl^r motive 
to induce him, in whatever fprni Temp- 
tation may assault him, to make this his 
fixed — his determined — his unalterable 
resolution, (I pray God that it may be 
the fixed — determined — unalterable re- 
solution of us all,) I act for Immortality. 
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GOD IS LOVEi 



My beloved Friends I In this conclud- 
ing Discourse On the Jinal Restoration of 
all Mankind id Virtue and Happiness^ I 
shall, agreeably to my proposed plan, 

IV. feiideavdur to afaswer the princi- 
pal Objections to this doctrine; and 
then close the whole with such miscel- 
laneous observations on the advantages 
of it, as, I hope, will recommend it to 
your cordial and thankful reception. 

N Th# 
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The Objections, which it seems to be 
my daty to take some notice of, are of 
two kinds: tboae which apply to the 
Doctrine itself; and those which, upon 
supposition of the truth of the doctrine, 
respect the Utility or Expediency of 
publishing it to the world. With regard 
to the former, I would suggest this ge- 
neral observation. Tliat in our present 
imperfect state, where ** we see only in 
part, and know only in part," there is 
no truthy however well supported, which 
is not attended with some difficulties. 
And in the conduct of the Understand^ 
ing in the pursuit of truth (the most im- 
portant but perhaps least understood 
of all practical sciences), our duty is, 
not to overlook difficulties, but to w^gh 
them in the impartial balance of Reason 
and Scripture, and,after having deduct- 
ed their weight from the weight of Evi- 
dence, to be deteririincd by the Prepon- 
derance. The misfortune of some minds 
is, that they see only difficulties^ or at 

least 
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tedi^t to them the Sod of Truih beitig 
generally ecHps^d by interreBing diffi*^ 
CuUies, upoa knost subjects^ they Cdtt 
eorne to f)o decision^ But thk^ wkkll 
is sonietimes called Wisdbmy is^ nbtbiiig 
toote than Ignorance. For, whatever be 
the state of our mind$^ the Nature tff 
#A»r?^^ is fixed and certain } and in tw4 
contradictory propositions^ there is iM 
jpossible alternative, but one must b^ 
true^ and the other must be false^ 

It is Prejudice which magnifies diflli^ 
cullies. So uneven i^ the Balance whick 
Prejudice ttses in weighing argumetrti 
(iti»itideed a most lamentable conff* 
ideration, and in consequence of it tbf 
friend of Truth mfust always consider 
himself as writing for Fo8ierity)\ tha^t ft 
single grain in one scale will outweigh 
o// that can be put into the other. Ob-^ 
jections Imve been made to the Eml^ 
ence of Grod : and aH the Evih^ hoik 
fii^Mnral an^ moral, wkiekf aboisfnd m iXiit 

N 2 world, 
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, wdHd, hav6 been urgied as arguments 
agaiDst bis Goodness. Where a doctrine 
19 established upon adeqtuite evidencet 
objections should be placed to the aC'^ 
count of our Ignorance. Here — that is^ 
with respect to the Objection^ when the 
general tfuth is clear^ is a proper place 
lor the indulgence of doubt; and the 
most rational answer which can be given 
to a difficulty often is, " I do riot un* 
derstand it/' If I could give no other 
answer to the difficulties which have 
been started on the subject now before 
us^ I should think this abundantly suf^ 
ficient. Let us, however, see if some- 
thing rather more satisfactory may not 
be offered in reply to the Objections 
which are made to the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Restitution. 

In the first place, our Lord's assertion 
respecting the Sin against the Holy Spirit 
is sometimes urged as an Objection to 
the doctrine which we have been endea- 
vouring 



vouring to establish. ^* All itianner of 
Sin and Blasphemy/' says he, " shall be 
forgiven unto men, but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit shall not be for- 
given unto men/- " And whosoever 
speaketh a word against the Son of 
Man, it shall be forgiven him : but 
whosoever speaketh against the Holif 
Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, nei- 
ther in this world,'' or age, " neither in 
the world/' or age, " to cpme/' 

The sin against the Holy Spirit pro- 
bably consisted in imputing the Mira- 
cles wrought by our Lord to the agency 
of evil spirits J — rand this, through an in- 
curaible hardness of heart, which renders 
a inan proof against all evidence of a 
divine Interposition, an^ conseqpently 
incapable qf receiving instruction by 
Revelation, Thi? crimcj which would 
render it impossible for (jrpd himself to 

_ « 

authenticate a Revelatipn to the person 

who js guilty of it) wfi migUt pi^u™^ 

(and 



(aad t\m is exactly what the te}(ta»- 
'«erts)» mil eertainltf receive its merited 
punishment: and whether Deaih bp 
takeq literally, or mean an exclusion 
from the kingdom of heaven, with $U 
the mental anguish attendhig it, at the 
period of retribution, the person who 
has been guilty of this crime '^ will dif 
and not live.'' It has never been pre* 
sumed that Punishment will not l>e in^ 
Jlicted on the wicked, or that it wiil not 
be that very punishment to which the 
term Death i? applied. 7'be Nature^ 
Design^ and Jiuration of this punish-^ 
ment have been already considered. 

2. Another Objection is taken from //ic 
parable of the rich man and L(izarus^ 
in which it is said, " between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed, so that 
they who would pass from hence to you 
cannot; neither can they pass to us that 
irpuld come from thence/' 

Kpw )n this case^ whether it be a real 
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of a supposed case, not one word is ut- 
tered respectjng tlie duration of this pu- 
uishment; particularljr it is not said 
that it would be endless^ or terminate in 
Eternal Death. The contrary, indeed, 
seems highly probable from the circum- 
stances of the case. The rich man dis- 
covers an anxiety about the spiritual 
interests of his brethren, which seems to 
indicate that some reformation had 
takeQ place ; and we may observe that 
Abraham addresses him by the appel^ 
]ation of Son. From these incidents it 
would be natural to infer that the Pui- 
nisbment would be corrective^ and eiwt 
in his release from this scene of misery, 
although be might probably never be 
admitted into that Society of whicb 
Lazarus was a member. 

5. The case of Judas, of whofft our 
Lord said, '^ it liad b^eii good for that 
man if he had not been born,"" is cer- 
tainly attended with more difficulty. 

TJic 
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The common answer is, (hat it was a 
proverbial expression among the Jews, 
when a person had been very vicious, 
or very unhappy, " good were it for 
that man if he had not been bom." 
Both Job and Jeremiah applied this 
melancholy sentiment to themselvesi, 
and our Lord might mean that it qould 
be applied to no person with so mucl^ 
propriety as to Judas. It has been sug- 
gested by Dr. Chauncy, who, however, 
lays no great stress upon the circum- 
stance, that the words might be trans?* 
lated, ♦'it were good to that man not to 
have been born*;"' that is, it seemed to 
him that this would have been a good j 
which opinion he acted upon by putting 
an end to his life. These considerations 
roay, perhaps, lessen the difficulty, As 
far as they do, it is well ; as far as they 
do not, until more satisfactory answers 
^e given, I am willing that it should 

remain, 
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remain, and be resolved into our Tg^ 
porance. 



4. In the fourth place, it has been 
observed, that there are §onie passages 
in Scripture which seem to represent the 
present state as the only state of proba- 
tion for mankind ; and that, at the re- 
surrection, the final and eternal state of 
all men will commence* The Texts 
which are supposed to favour this opi- 
nion are the following : In Ecclesiastes 
ix, 10, it is said, " Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for 
there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, jn the grave whither thou goest/' 
^nd ii) the eleventh chapter, and the 
tjiird yer§e, " Jf a tree fall toward the 
south or toward the north, in the place 
where thje tree falleth there it shall lie/^ 
Addition^ are often made to these words 
which are pot found in the Scriptures^ 
as, for instance, " there is no repentance 
Jin tl]ie grave'- (which, however, is the 

meannig 
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mcEDiog of the whole) ; " there is no 
pardon to the dead \' and " as Death 
leaves us, so Judgment will find us.** 

I confess I do not see any thing very 
formidable in the Objection in its full 
strength ; and as these latter words are 
not to be found in Scripture, it may be 
dismissed with one or two plain obser- 
vations. The final Restoration will not 
take place until after the Resurrection 
and the general Judgment, and the jprC'^ 
sent life is the only scene of preparation 
for the general Judgment, and that state 
which is immediately to succeed it. 'J b 
the Righteous^ this will be immortal Life^ 
or Life without Death; to the Wicked^ an 
exclusion from that life, great mental an-- 
guishy and probably a second death. Now 
it is in the present life only that the for- 
mer happiness is to be secured, and the 
latter misery is to be avoided. It is the 
state of rewards and punishments imme^ 
diately succeeding human life, with which 

human 
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human life is most connected ; it is this 
nea:t state to which our attention is prin*- 
ci pally to be directed. If we secure the 
happiness of this, all is safe; if we lose 
the happiness of it, we are ruined and 
undone; we have sustained a loss which 
never can be made up to us. The words 
of Solomon, then, afford a very power- 
ful motive for making a proper improve- 
ment of this short and uncertain^ but 
most important state. Indeed, it is so 
important, that the misimprovement of 
jt will be attended with a ioss^ an infc" 
riority of condition for ever. 

Some may, perhaps, ask bere^ Is not 
this to assert the doctrine of Purgatory ? 
I answer. The doctrine here advanced is 
not the Popish doctrine of Purgatory ; 
for that is a state between Death and the 
Resurrection ^ And if any choose to 

^ This observation was made before in a NoteiL and 
jifk these Discouiwea are i^ ftp be avoided. 

ca]l 
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call that Purgatory which is generally 
styled Punishment^ the application of a. 
word constitutes the only difference he^ 
tween us. 

To certain Objections which are oc- 
casionally made to this doctrine, it is 
not easy to affix any determinate ideas. 
To those who say that Sin is of infinite 
Malignity, because committed against 
An infinite Being, and therefore deserv-p- 
ing of infinite Punishment, it would ap^ 
pear to be a sufficient answer, (and wri- 
ters in favour of Universal Restitution, 
who, for the most part, have adopted 
this ^system, have actually given this an- 
swer,) that an infinite Price has be^n 
paid for the Ransom of Sinners, and 
that consequently they mU be ran- 
somed. Sin^ it is acknowledged, is the 
source of all the disorder, confusioq, 
and misery, which abound in the Uni-^ 
verse. And while it exists, it can pro- 
duce nothing but disorder, confusion, 

and 
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and misery, , I^et us then pursue it with 
Uni:elenting hatred. Let us endeavouf 
to banish it from the creation of God* 
Bui let not our hatred of the thing be 
transferred to the Persons who, for a 
time, are subject to its baneful influx 
ence. Let us not suppose, that the de- 
struction of the one Cannot be effected 
without the destruction, or eternal mi- 
sery, of the other* G odj whose charac- 
ter is Omnipotence, has an Universe fof 
his sphere of action, and an Eternity of 
Duration for the accomplishment of his 
purposes. God, therefore, can soften 
the hardest, and subdue the most stub-, 
born mind. As Sin is the conduct of 
finite Beings, proceeding from finite ap- 
petites, and from Temptations to which 
they are often involuntarily, and only 
for a short time, exposed, what is so na- 
tural a supposition, as that a Being of 
infinite Power, Wisdom, and Goodness, 
will at length totally destroy it ? If this 
be not allowed, it must be allowed, that 

what 



what is Jinite will finallj prevail ovei^ 
what is infimtCi 

That the Holiness of the Law of God 
k such as to require the everlasting Mi« 
8efy» or Death, of those who violate ' ' # 
is an Assumption without any support 
from Reason or Scripture. The Law of 
God is indeed perfect. It prooeedt 
from perfect Wisdom^ and is calculated 
to promote the highest happiness of the 
whole Universe of intelligent Beings* 
But ^^ tbe^fe is Mercy with God, that ha 
may be feared/' and laved. To require 
perfect obedience, from creatures by 
nature imperfect, would not be consist- 
ent with GoodnesSy or even with Ju&tice* 
The Law of God requires what the low** 
est rational being caw^pay, and what the 
highest can do no more than pay, and 
that is. Sincerity/. The sincere will be 
graciously accepted ; the penitent will 
be graciously forgiven. What ideas of 
Justice or Holiness those can have who 

make 
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make this objection, or o£ the pr^ortion 
between crimes and punishment, I know 
not. Melancholy indeed would be the 
state of that civil community, in which 
such notions of Justice should form any 
part of its Code of criaiinal Jurispru^ 
dence. We have no reason to suppose 
ajoy such Law exists in the government 
of the greatest, the wisest^ and the best 
of Beings. 

iT * 

/ 

Similar to the preceding objections is 
another which we sometimes hear, that 
the wicked deserve eternal punishment^ 
and that they have no right to com** 
plain, as they knew the consequences of 
their conduct This representation of 
the measures of the Divine Administra'- 
lion is inconsistent both with humility 
and benevolence. Happy is.it for u^ 
in this as in all other respects, that ^* we 
are not to be judged by Mans judg- 
ment, bnt he who judgeth us is the 
Lord" Were tlie infinitely pure and r/ 

holy 
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holy Sovereign of the Universe but '* dH 
strict to mark, and severe to punish/' 
our iniquities, as we are to punish the 
faults of one another^ miserable indeed 
would be the lot of humanity. Child 
of frailty ! cast an eye of compassion 
around thee. Consider! oh, consider! 
how extremely unfavourable to any high 
degree of intellectual or moral excel* 
lence are the circumstances of the gc*- 
nerality of mankind ! Look within thy 
own breast, and see what is lurking 
there. Consider, on many occasions in 
thy past life, when Reason has been oflF 
her guard, and Passion usurped her 
place, how near thou hast been to the 
commission of crimes which would have 
sunk thee into despair ! and if only a 
small addition had been made to the 
strength of Temptation, ho^v miserable 
would have been thy fate ! Look back 
upon thy past conduct, and see how 
often thou hast actually offended ! Child 
of frailty ! whatever thy erring brother 

may 
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ttiay deserve from a Being of infinite 
Perfection — ^^that Being will' not infliqt 
one pang more than is necessary to ef- 
fect the cure of sin— from thee, even 
though he should have sinned through 
perverseness of will, he deserves Can^ 
dour and Pity. The Man of a reflect- 
ing and feeling mind has often seen 
(and lamented the circumstances which 
tender such severity unavoidable), that 
by one single act, which may be an ex- 
ception to the general tenor of the con- 
duct, the good name, the health, the 
fortune, ail that renders life desirable^ 
and even life itself, have been lost, lost 
beyond the possibility of recovery* Will 
it be so above? Implacability may be- 
long to man, and may be a necessary 
part of human institutions* But it is 
the delightful character of that God, to 
whom we are ultimately accountable, 
that ^ he knoweth our frame, he re- 
membereth we are but dust, and like as 

o a Father 



-^ 
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a Father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him/' 

With respect to these Objections, we 
may observe that most of them have no 
foundation in Reason, and derive no 
countenance from Scripture, and all of 
them, when weighed against the evi- 
dences for Universal Restitution, are but 
as the small dust of the balance. 

As the Conclusion of the arguments 
for and against this grand Doctrine, let 
it be remembered — and the understand- 
ing of a Child is competent to the sub- 
ject — that the whole argument for the 
Eternity of Hell-torments rests upon 
one word; that word which in our bi- 
bles is translated everlastings eternal^ and 
for ever : and that that word does 7iot 
mean everlasting, eternal, or for ever, 
but duration^ which is measured by the 
subject to which it is applied. Let it be 

likewise 
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likfexV^ise remembered, that the argument 
for Annihilation, or the Eternal Death 
of the wicked, rests also upon one word, 
Deathj and that that word never means 
ah utter e^ttinciion of being. 

So much for the Objections to the 
genertil doctrine. It remains that some 
notice be taken of the objection to the 
publication of it. There have probably 
been^ in all periods, and it is to be ap-* 
prehended there are great numbers at 
present, who believe the doctrine^ but 
who abstain from preaching it, from a 
conscientious fear that this would be to 
remove some of the restraints upon 
vice*". Others, it is possible, may abs- 
tain 



<: It is a singular circumstance^ that Dr. Tho. Burnet^ 
who writes in the most glowing language in favour of* 
Universal Restitution, and even ventures to predict that 
the time tvill come when the doctrine of the Eternity of 
Hell-torments will be as little believed as that of Tran* 
substantiation is at present, should, nevertheless, advise 
the public teachers of religion to use the commonly re- 

2 ceived 
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tain from preaching it from another 
Impedes of fear, the fear of incnrring^ 



censure. 



On this subject, I shall not stoop so 



ceived language, and even to countenance the commonly 
iteceived opinion: And he goes so far as to say, that 
he should not think favourably of the intention of th^ 
person who should translate his work into English. Hitf 
words are^ page 304, ^* Sed veniet dies, cum non minus 
absurda habebitur et odiosa hsec opinio quam Transub- 
fitantiatio hodie." And page 311, << Quicquid apud te 
«tatuas de his pcenis, seternis vel non; recepta doctrinS 
verbisque utendum est cum populo, et cum peroratur 
ad vulgus: praeceps nempe in vitium, et sola formidine 
poense a malis absterrendum. Propterea haec, qiise 
doctioribus inscripta sunt, si quis in linguam vulgarem 
transtulerit, id malo animo atque consilio sinistro factum 
arbitrabor." Similar to his were the sentiments of many 
of the Fathers. How different those of the open-hearted 
Whiston! " Let God, says he, he true, hut every man a liar. 
Let all the modern anti-christian errors give place to truth 
and true religion, without mercy and without exception. 
I say farther, that we have no warrant to impose upon 
Christians, or upon mankind, in matters of religion. We 
have no authority from God, or his Christ, or Holy 
Spirit, to disguise our Christianity, to use frauds of either. 
priestcraft or laycraft, but ought to lay the duties, the 
promises, and the threatenings of the Gospel plainly and 
smcerely before men, without all arts or tricks what- 



soever." 



low 
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low as to enter into ^, defence of speaking 
the truth as it is in Jesus; but I shall 
take another stand, and assume* the 
character of an accuser. To a belief 
in the doctrine of the Eternity of Hell- 
torments, I impute more absurdity, 
more misery, and more unchristian con- 
duct, than to all other false opinions 
put together. It is impossible that a 
mind of any benevolence should be 
able to look round on a race of beings, 
to whom it is connected by the nearest 
ties, the greater part of whom are doom- 
ed to Eternal Misery, without feeling. 
Existence itself insupportable. The ef- 
fects of this doctrine, when a person 
applies it to himself are gloom and de- 
spair, often terminating in mental de- 
rangement: when he applies it to others^ 
pride, cruelty, hatred, and all the worst 
passions of human nature. It is the 
Parent of Superstition, and of all the 
Corruptions of Christianity. It is the 
vital Principle- of Persecution, without 

which 
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which the Monster coqid not exist fop 
a moment, 

9 

A persecuting spirit for ages di&graced 
the Christian Church. During many 
centuriesi when Popery was the esta- 
bhshed religion of most of the Countries 
in Europe, it was the reproach of that 
communion. By the Catholics of this 
United Kingdom, ^nd by the members 
of the Gallican Church, the principle is 
now disclaimed. And 1 believe the evil 
Spirit is departed from them. Whether 
it has taken possession of any other perr 
S071S who wear the Christian name, is a 
questjou which must be determined by 
fact. 

The Spirit of the Church of England 
is at this time certainly tolerant. Per- 
haps I may express myself with more 
accuracy, if I say, this is the spirit of 
the Friends of an Establishment in this 
Country; for I fear I must exclude 

from 
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from this commendation, a considerable 
number of those (not however all) who, 
thinking they believe the Articles of the 
Church, and certainly coming nearest 
to that belief, consider themselves as 
bestentitled to the appellation of Church- 
men; I mean those successful candidates 
for popular applause, who building their 
system on passages of St. Paul, which 
they do not understand, are inconsistent 
enough to assume to themselves ex- 
clusively the character of Evangelical 
Preachers. 

There are many who possess the true 
spirit of Christ in all the sects of Pro- 
, testants with which this country abounds. 
I would not be uncharitable. I cannot 
however help asking, Does not the prin- 
ciple of Persecution yet prevail among 
some of those sects of which such a 
large proportion of the population of 
this country is composed ? Men of true 
piety, of sterling integrity, of sound 

learning. 
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learning, and of expansive benevolence,^ 
I know there are among them. To 
these, in conjunction with persons of 
the same character of the Established 
Church, Rational Religion looks up as 
to some of its' firmest future supports^ 
O that all were of this description ! 
But if there be any- one among them ; 
if there be any individual, of any sect, 
whose principle it is, " Whosoever will 
be saved, it is necessary before all thingsi 
that he hold a particular faith : which 
faith, except every one do keep whole 
and undefiled, without doubt, he shall 
perish everlastingly :'" and if, by perish- 
ing everlastingly, be meant, he shall sufr 
fer eternal torment — the man who re- 
ceives this creed, to whatever sect he 
may belong, is a Bigot; and, if he had 
power^ he must either act inconsistently 
with his principles, or he must, from his 
principles, be a Fevsecutor. 

The character of Antichrist was for 

many 
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many ages applied by Protestants ex^ 
clusively to the Head of the Romish 
Church. This was using the word in a 
very limited sense indeed. It does not 
mean an Individual, but, agreeably to 
the Eastern manner cf writing, it is the 
Personification of a Principle. What- 
ever is inconsistent with the Doctrine^ 
with the Spirit and Temper, or with the 
Conduct which Christ taught and recom-* 
mended, is Antichristian. Now nothing 
can be more inconsistent with all these 
than a persecuting spirit. To whatever 
sect, or party, persons who possess this 
spirit may belong, or whatever imposing 
name they may assume, " O my soul, 
come not thou into their secret, unto 
their assembly,mine honour, be not thou 
united r* To be the unvaried theme of 
the abuse of such, is an honourable di- 
stinction ; and to be of that sect, which 
by them, " is every where spoken 
against,'' is in itself a presumptive 
proof of soundness of principle. 

Look 
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Look around you; my brethren ; what 
are the signs of the times ? Was there 
ever a period when so large a proportion 
of the time of the lower ranks of people' 
of this country was employed in reli- 
gious services, and when so much was 
said on religious subjects? I apprehend 
there never was a period when the doc-^ 
trine of the Eternity of Hell-torments 
was preached with more zeal than at 
present. Does it actually prevent the 
commission of crimes? It appears to 
me, beyond contradiction, that, by in- 
troducing fahe sanctions, the efficacy 
of the real sanctions of the Gospel is 
entirely destroyed; and that these sanc- 
tions, intended to produce the strongest 
and most beneficial effects on the mind, 
awful consideration ! have no operation. 
What could be such a restraint upon 
Sin as the firm conviction that it w, and 
always must be, the cause of Misery ? 
that if a person were to continue wicked 
for ever^ he must be miserable for ever; 

but 
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but that our heavenly Father will, by a 
mode of moral discipline adapted to the 
circumstances of each individual, de- 
stroy Sin which is the Cause^ and conse- 
quently put an end tp Misery which is 
the Effect ? 

The Advantages attending the belief 
of this grand doctrine, can only be 
touched upon in this discourse. To 
do justice to them, they would each of 
them require a discourse. It appears 
to me to be a part of the plan of Di- 
vine Providence, the whole of which is 
founded in infinite wisdom, that the 
doctrine of final salvation should at this 
period of the Christian Church be revived^ 
HS pcirticidarly adapted to the cure of 
those moral disorders which prevail in the 
worlds and that nothing elsCj if, as we 
have reason to believe, Miracles have 
ceased, is able to produce this effect 
For uncharitableness, and a persecuting 
spirit, which so much prevail, it is a so^ 

vereign 
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vereign and immediate remedy. It ac- 
counts for, in the most satisfactory man- 
ner, all the natural and moral evils of life. 
It teaches us, (and this is the information 
concerning which, in all ages, the human 
mind has been most anxious) that Evil is 
only temporary y and that there is an Eter^ 
«% before us in which there will be nei- 
ther error nor sin, nor misery nor death. 
This is the doctrine which, breathing 
Love to all, is calculated to produce 
^ Peace oh earth, Goodwill among man- 
kind/' It is this which makes Man 
mild, candid, forgiving, and sociable to 
man. It teaches us to make a distinc- 
tion between Sin and the Sinner^ and, 
while we hate the quality and endeavour 
to destroy it, to feel pity and aflfection 
for the Person. It teaches us from what 
principle, and with what view. Punish- 
ment ought ever to be inflicted. It 
teaches Parents, Instructors, Guardians, 
the Patrons of Charitable Institutions, 
and civil Governors, that their Jirst ob- 
ject 
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ject should be to prevent the commissi^ii 
of crimes; and their second, to cure thos^ 
mental disorders from which they pro- 
ceed ; and that this is much better ef- 
fected by tenderness and compassion^ 
than by harshness and severity. It af- 
fords to Legislators an Example, the 
contemplation of which may at all times 
be useful, and which should in a parti- 
cular manner be kept in view at this 
period, wheu so great an attention Uk 
paid to criminal Jurisprudence. Under 
the various troubles and calamities of 
life, this is the best solace to the mind ; 
and what ought most powerfully to re- 
commend it to our reception, it divests 
Death of all its terrors, and enables us 
tQ view its approach with more than se- 
renity, with cheerfulness and hope. It 
is a most striking circumstance attend- 
ing it, that it harmonizes with everj^ text 
of Scripture; it is the cure, of Infidelity^ 
and favourable to the general receptioa 
of Chriijtianity ; it is consistent with 

every 
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every religious system, and is indeed 
the natural consequence of them allj 
it bears impressed upon it the appro^ 
priate character of truth, that through 
whatever medium, or in whatever lights 
it is viewed, it always appears the same; 
it takes away the sting from those sy- 
stems which are unfavourable to benc-^ 
volence; destroys superstition, enthu- 
siasm, and every antichristian opinion^ 
principle, and practice ; and it teaches 
a Christian to consider every Christian^ 
a Man to consider everj/ Man as a Bro^ 
ther. What is another peculiar recom- 
mendation of it, it clears up the dif- 
ficulty which, upon the two other 
schemes, must forcibly strike every 
mind respecting the difference there is 
in the state of those who possess the 
lowest degree of virtue which will ad- 
mit them into the kingdom of heaven, 
and of those who, although removed 
only one degree from these happy be- 
ings, are nevertheless to suffer either 

pain 
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pain or death for ever : in a word, it 
totally removes the difficulty which at- 
tends the other schemes, that one degree 
of difference in the moral character shall 
make an infinite difference in the state. 
It gives us the most exalted ideas of 
the Divine Administration, and, with 
universal Love, it has a tendency to in- 
troduce universal Virtue, Peace, and 
Happiness. What shall I say more of 
it? It may be considered as aluminous 
speck, discernible only when the organ 
of mental sight is in its soundest state, 
which gradually expanding, first clears 
the medium through which it is sur- 
veyed, and then, shining in its full blaze 
of glory, throws a brilliancy on every 
object. 

AVhen, to sooth our agitated breasts 
under the loss of those we love, we pe- 
ruse the fifteenth chapter, of St. Paul's 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, what 
a light does this doctrine throw upon 

every 



208 

every sentence! And how are ourmind^ 
elevated above this scene of mortalitj^ 
when we read those heavenly wotds, sa 
dften quoted, " O Death ! where is thy 
•Sting? O Grave! where is thy Victory? 
The sting of Death is Sin, and the 
strength q£ Sin is the Law. But thanks 
be to God, who giv6th us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ ! ^' 

I shall only observe, that this doctrine 
opens such a commentary upon the 
Lord^s Prayer^ that eviery time we re-* 
peat it, we must feel our minds ex- 
panded with the most exalted views of 
the Divine Administration, and ourhearta 
warmed with the most diffusive and ar- 
dent benevolence to all our fellow-crea- 
tures. We are thereby reminded of the . 
Paternal character of God ; that all 
mankind are the children of his family, 
and that every child of his family is our 
Brother. We pray that his Name may 
be sanctified; that his Perfections of 

, infinite 
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infinite Powei*, Wisdom and Goodness, 
may be acknowledged and felt by all ; 
that the measures of his administration, 
the laws of his government, and the de- 
signs of his Providence, may be uni- 
versally understood, and made the prin- 
ciples of consolation and action of all 
his rational offspring. We pray that 
his Kingdom of Truth, Righteousness, 
Peace, Happiness, and Eternal Life, 
may come in all its Power and Efficacy; 
that the affections of every rational be* 
ing may be harmonized by Christia- 
nity; and that the will of every ra- 

» 

tional being may be resolved into His 
all-wise, righteous, and benevolent will, 
and that thus Heaven may commence 
on Earth. We pray that he would give 
us that competency of the good things 
of this life which will secure us the tru- 
est enjoyment of it, but at the same time 
not divert our attention from that nobler 
life for which he has designed us. We 
pray to this God of Love, that He w^ould 

p forgive 
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forgive us our offences, at the same time 
that we recognise the obligation and 
are disposed to fulfil it, to forgive all 
our brethren of mankind their offences . 
against us. We pray, that in this state 
of frailty and imperfection — this first 
scene of rational existence— we may be 
preserved from those trials of our virtue 
which would prove too powerful for us. 
We pray that, whatever may be our' 
situation here, we may be preserved 
from the greatest of evils, the evils of 
Sin, We ascribe to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, whose Nature is Love, that King- 
dom which will terminate in universal 
Truth, Righteousness, and Happiness; 
the Power to accomplish the grand pur- 
poses of this Kingdom; and the Glory 
of having blotted out all Evil from his 
Creation, and of having introduced ' 
every Being which his hand had formed 
into the Kingdom of boundless Love. 

With these sentiments^ may we ever 

repeat 
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repeat this exquisitely beautiful, affect- 
ing, and sublime Composition; and 
through all the Events of Life; under 
the dissolution — under the temporary 
suspension I mean, of that intercourse 
of soul which constitutes the highest 
happiness of life ; under the prospect 
of our own departure from this scene of 
alternate suffering and enjoyment, fear 
and hope, may this consideration be our 
solace and our joy, " The Lord God 
Omnipotent,'" — the God of Love, — 
" reigneth/' 

I humbly pray — let a prayer from 
every heart ascend to the Throne of 
Grace with mine — that His Blessing 
may attend what has been offered on 
this momentous subject. Amen ! and 
i\men ! 

FINIS. 
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